
 

UASTeen – Recruitment, Consent, and Participation  

The UAS Panel 

The UAS is a probability-based Internet panel. It uses Address-based Sampling methods, drawing from 

U.S. Postal Service delivery sequence files to recruit participants. Established in 2014, it currently includes 

about 14,000 members and has is expected to grow to 20,000 over the next two years. Respondents 

without Internet access receive a tablet and broadband Internet, facilitating participation in lower-income 

and rural areas that would be otherwise difficult to reach. Visit the UAS Documentation pages for more 

information about UAS recruitment, retention, and weighting procedures as well as for survey response 

rates, both overall and by demographics.  

UASTeen Recruitment  

Beginning in spring 2025, UAS participants have been asked to report the ages of children living in their 

household. If they report any child living in their household between the ages of 13-17, they are invited to 

the UASTeen consent survey. 

For each teen living in the household, the UASTeen consent survey ask respondents if they are the teen’s 

parent or guardian, if the teen lives in the household at least three months of the year, and if they consent 

for the UAS team to invite the teen into the UASTeen panel. Consenting parents/guardians are asked to 

provide contact information for the teen – email and phone number.  

All teens for whom consent and information have been provided are contacted by the UAS with an 

invitation to join the UASTeen panel. Teens login to the same UAS participant webpage as UAS adult 

panel members, where they are informed about the study and  asked  to consent or decline participation. 

Consenting teens who join the UASTeen panel follow the same procedures as adults in the UAS.  

Specifically, they are invited to complete a survey by email or text login to their portal to view available 

surveys. Teens responding to surveys receive monetary incentives directly (not through their consenting 

parent/guardian).  

As of February 2026, over 1,700 UAS panel participants have indicated they have children in their 

household aged 13 – 17 and have been invited into the UASTeen consent survey. Over 93% have 

responded, producing about1,000 individual teens. Roughly twenty percent of those teens have either 

missing, duplicative, or incomplete contact information provided, such that not all teens have been able to 

be invited to consent. 

Of those with contact information that is not missing or duplicative of another panel members contact 

information (n=875), 69% have consented to participate in UASTeen (n=604). Only one teen has logged 

into the UAS system and declined to participate. Approximately 31% have not responded either yes or 

no. 

UASTeen Sample 

As of February 2026, 604 teens have joined UASTeen. Table 1 includes the demographic composition of 

teens who have consented to be in the UASTeen panel (excluding teens who have aged out and been 

invited to become members of the UAS overall panel). 

https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Documentation


 

Table 1. Teen sample unweighted demographics compared to population parameters for universe of teen 
panel, as of February 2026. 

 Unweighted UASTeen sample 
(as of February 2026) 

Population  estimates 
(ACS, 2023) 

Teen Gender (self-reported)   
Male 45% 51% 

Female 52% 49% 

Other 3% n/a 

Teen Age (self-reported)   

13 20% 20% 

14 17% 21% 

15 21% 20% 

16 19% 20% 

17 17% 19% 

Other 3%  

Teen Race/Ethnicity (self-reported)  

White 46% 51% 

Black 12% 12% 

Asian 7% 5% 

Hispanic 23% 25% 

Other 12% 7% 

Household Income, as reported by teens’ consenting adult  

Less than $25k 14% 9% 

Between $25k-$49k 14% 13% 

Between $50k-$74k 13% 14% 

Between $75k-$150k 36% 33% 

Greater than $150k 24% 31% 

Educational attainment, of the teens’ consenting adult   

High school or less 22% 31% 

Some college 34% 30% 

Bachelor’s degree or more 44% 39% 

UASTeen Weighting 

Each UASTeen survey includes sample weights to allow population-level inference. Sample weights are 

constructed in two stages. First, base weights are calculated to account for the unequal inclusion probability 

of the household the teen belongs to that results from the adaptive sampling procedure adopted by the 

UAS. Second, post-stratification weights are computed to adjust for differential nonresponse and to align 

each survey’s final sample with the reference population, defined as the population of individuals ages 13 

– 17, along the following demographics: gender, age (13, 14, 15, 16, 17), race (Non-Hispanic White, 

Non-Hispanic Black, Non-Hispanic Asian, Non-Hispanic Other, Hispanic), and geographic location (Census 

Regions). Population benchmarks are obtained from the 2023 American Community Survey (ACS).  


