UnderStandingAmericaStudy

UAS 304: 2020 U.S. FINANCIAL HEALTH PULSE WAVE 3 SURVEY FOLLOW UP

Survey author(s): Financial Health Network

Fielded July 27, 2020 - August 9, 2020



Contents

1 Intr ion

[2__Survey Response And Data|
|21 Samp e selection and response rateI

P2 Timings . ...............
[2.3 Sample &Weighting] . . . . ... ..

8 Standard Variables)

[4 Background Demographics|

[6_Missing Data Conventions|

[6__Routing Syntax|
[7__Survey with Routing|

! . OEICS' .................



1 INTRODUCTION

This UAS panel survey, titled "UAS 304: 2020 U.S. Financial Health Pulse Wave 3 Survey
Follow up” follows up on the 2020 U.S. Financial Health Pulse Wave 3 Survey. It asks
respondent about their personal and household financial health. It is related to the series
of full surveys that includes UAS 133, UAS 152, UAS 183 and UAS 233. This survey is no
longer in the field. Respondents were paid $7 to complete the survey.

1.1 Topics

This survey contains questions (among others) on the following topics: Income, Wealth,
Covid-19. A complete survey topic categorization for the UAS can be found [herel

1.2 Experiments

This survey includes experiment(s) of the following type(s): Auxiliary Randomization. Please
refer to explanatory comments in the Routing section for detailed information. A complete
survey experiment categorization for the UAS can be found

1.3 Citation

Each publication, press release or other document that cites results from this survey must
include an acknowledgment of UAS as the data source and a disclaimer such as, ‘The
project described in this paper relies on data from survey(s) administered by the Under-
standing America Study, which is maintained by the Center for Economic and Social Re-
search (CESR) at the University of Southern California. The content of this paper is solely
the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of
USC or UAS. For any questions or more information about the UAS, contact Tania Gutsche,
Project and Panel Manager, Center for Economic and Social Research, University of South-
ern California, atjtgutsche@usc.edul



https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Surveys+by+topic
https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Surveys+by+experiment
mailto:tgutsche@usc.edu

2 SURVEY RESPONSE AND DATA

2.1 Sample selection and response rate

The sample selection for this survey was:
All active respondents.

As such, this survey was made available to 9045 UAS participants. Of those 9045 par-
ticipants, 6606 completed the survey and are counted as respondents. Of those who are
not counted as respondents, 56 started the survey without completing and 2383 did not
start the survey. The overall response rate was 73.03%.

Note: We are unable to provide sample weights for a small number of UAS members
(see the Sample weighting section below for details). If they completed the survey, these
members are included in the data set with a weight of zero, but accounted for in the com-
putation of total sample size and survey response rate.%.

The detailed survey response rate is as follows:

2.2 Timings

The survey took respondents an average of 10 minutes, and the full distribution of survey
response times is available in the figure below. Times per question are available upon re-
quest.



Distribution of Respondents’ Survey Response Times
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Minutes to Complete Survey

2.3 Sample & Weighting

Sample weights for this survey are computed following the general lUAS Weighting Pro-|
Specifically, we use a two-step process where we first compute base weights,
which correct for unequal probabilities of sampling UAS members, and then generate fi-
nal, post-stratification weights, which align the sample to the reference population along
certain socio-economic dimensions. These are gender (male/female), race and ethnic-
ity (White/Black/Other/Hispanic/Native American), age (18-39/40-49/50/59/60+), education
(High school or less/Some college/Bachelor or more), Census regions (Northeast/Midwest//West,
excl. CA/CA, excl. LAC, LAC). Benchmark distributions for these variables are derived from
the 6 most recent available Current Population Survey (CPS) Basic Monthly Survey with re-
spect to the survey’s completion date. The reference population considered for the weights
is the U.S. population of adults age 18 and older.

This survey dataset may contain respondents with a weight of zero. These respondents
belong to a small group of UAS members for whom sample weights cannot be computed
due to non-probability recruitment for special projects. Hence, while they are accounted
for in the total number of survey respondents, they do not contribute to any statistics using
sample weights. More information is available from the UAS Weighting Procedurel. Please
contact UAS staff with any questions.



https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Weights
https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Weights
https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Weights

3 STANDARD VARIABLES

Each Understanding America Study data contains a series of standard variables, consisting
of individual, household and sample identifiers, language indicator, time stamps and a
rating by the respondent of how much he or she liked the survey:

o |uasid: the identifier of the respondent. This identifier is assigned to a respondent at
recruitment and stays with the respondent throughout each and every survey he/she
participates in. When analyzing data from multiple surveys, the ‘uasid’ can be used
to merge data sets.

o luashhid: the household identifier of the respondent. Every member is assigned
a household identifier, stored in the variable ‘uashhid’. For the primary respondent
this identifier equals his or her ‘vasid’. All other eligible members of the primary
respondent’s household (everyone who is 18 or older in the household) who become
UAS respondents receive the ‘uasid’ of the primary respondent as their household
identifier. The identifier ‘uashhid’ remains constant over time for all respondents.
Thus it is always possible to find the original UAS household of an UAS panel member
(even after they, for example, have moved out to form another household).

o [survhhid: uniquely identifies the household a UAS panel member belongs to in a
given survey. For instance, if the primary respondent and his/her spouse are both
UAS members at the time of a given survey, they both receive the same ‘survhhid’
identifier for that survey. If they subsequently split, they receive two different ‘survh-
hid’ in subsequent surveys. They, however, always share the same ‘uashhid’. The
identifier ‘survhhid’ is set to missing (.) if no other household members are UAS panel
members at the time of the survey. Since individuals can answer the same survey at
different points in time (which can be relatively far apart if the survey is kept in the
field for a prolonged time), it may be possible that, within the same data set, house-
hold members have different ‘survhhid’ reflecting different household compositions at
the time they answered the survey. For instance, suppose that the primary respon-
dent and his/her spouse are both UAS members. If the primary respondent answers
the survey when he/she is living with the spouse, but the spouse answers the sur-
vey when the couple has split, they receive different ‘survhhid’. Hence, the variable
‘survhhid’ identifies household membership of UAS panel members, at the time the
respondent answers the survey. Note: in the My Household survey ‘survhhid’ is set to
unknown (.u) for respondents who last participated in the My Household survey prior
to January 21, 2015.

o luasmembers| is the number of other household members who are also UAS panel
members at the time of the survey. Since individuals can answer the same survey at
different points in time (which can be relatively far apart is the survey is kept in the field
for a prolonged time), it may be possible that, within the same data set, the primary
respondent of a household has a value of ‘0’, whereas the second UAS household
respondent has a value of ‘1’. Therefore ‘uasmembers’ should be interpreted as the


https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBA2tlAxBtIWVEkhvXmIuWJuplVJpXCJYXy1cMIYyIco,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5AthWI7zZqSgkW02U9099ToZ3jMzGMydEsJ2HnxMAn1WDjbFGfl-GR18RHZpraVm0h0FTWBRvOX_isLdohYcSSo-sZrMweCzBJC_T0vKLAjLw,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMTcVyi0uLSrLyFwwKawFXDBNzyO3
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jEsKgDAMRO-SA0iqXUh6mlSDFKxIo27Eu5tW3AyP-TF5utUEdl4EglKPxmdcXNPUzXxwd3FJHNeWWU01zRUHggH9b8pnGjpErDgS1PnGuS2dvZ6sWXKUohCeF7fpJKc,

number of household and UAS panel members at the time the respondent answers
the survey. Note: in the My Household survey ‘uasmembers’ is set to unknown (.u)
for respondents who last participated in the My Household survey prior to January
21, 2015.

o [sampleframe; indicates the sampling frame from which the household of the respon-
dent was recruited. All UAS recruitment is done through address based sampling
(ABS) in which samples are acquired based on postal records. Currently, the variable
‘sampleframe’ takes on four values reflecting four distinct sample frames used by the
UAS over the year (in future data sets the number of sample frames used for recruit-
ment may increase if additional specific populations are targeted in future recruitment
batches):

1. U.S. National Territory: recruited through ABS within the entire U.S.

2. Areas high concentration Nat Ame: recruited through ABS in areas with a high
concentration of Native Americans in the zip-code. Within these batches, indi-
viduals who are not Native Americans are not invited to join the UAS.

3. Los Angeles County: recruited through ABS within Los Angeles County.

4. California: recruited through ABS within California.
Note: prior to March 6, 2024 this variable was called sampletype and had the following
value labels for the above list in UAS data sets:

1. Nationally Representative Sample: recruited through ABS within the entire U.S.

2. Native Americans: recruited through ABS in areas with a high concentration of
Native Americans. Within these batches, individuals who are not Native Ameri-
cans are not invited to join the UAS.

3. LA County: recruited through ABS within Los Angeles County.
4. California: recruited through ABS within California.

o [batch] indicates the batch from which the respondent was recruited. Currently, this
variable takes the following values (in future data sets the number of batches may
increase as new recruitment batches are added to the UAS):

Prob Sample, ASDE 2014/01

Prob Sample, ASDE 2014/01

Prob Sample, ASDE 2014/01

Non-Prob Sample, 2015/05

Prob Sample, MSG 2015/07

Prob Sample, MSG 2016/01

Prob Sample, MSG 2016/01

Prob Sample, MSG 2016/01

Prob Sample, MSG 2016/02
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5A1-4jtNGtaCBqi1U9091ajn-HxZoZppLtKQObNw1xcaUDh08awKMcHq4tLYBt7XCezWoNraAgMjr_0nxTUiNhwXCJo951Tf2otK045-rV09bzdDSUB
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5AtDWI9zWpSgkWk9RPdvdXoZ3jMzGMydGcJ2HkOYDP1KHy6FL2auLC6-IjsUtvklnOcKmoCjeYvw1cKdohYcSSo-sZrMwcCx8UvYJ8X4TNcIkk,

10. Prob Sample, MSG 2016/03
11. Prob Sample, MSG 2016/04
12. Prob Sample, MSG 2016/05
13. Prob Sample, MSG 2016/08
14. Prob Sample, MSG 2017/03
15. Prob Sample, MSG 2017/11

16. Prob Sample, MSG 2018/02
17. Prob Sample, MSG 2018/08
18. Prob Sample, MSG 2019/04
19. Prob Sample, MSG 2019/05
20. Prob Sample, MSG 2019/11

21. Prob Sample, MSG 2020/08
22. Prob Sample, MSG 2020/10
23. Prob Sample, MSG 2021/02
24. Prob Sample, MSG 2021/08
25. Prob Sample, MSG 2021/08
26. Prob Sample, MSG 2022/02
27. Prob Sample, MSG 2022/02
28. Prob Sample, MSG 2022/08
29. Prob Sample, MSG 2022/11

30. Prob Sample, MSG 2022/11

31. Prob Sample, MSG 2023/01

32. Prob Sample, MSG 2023/06
33. Non-Prob Sample, MSG 2023/09
34. Prob Sample, MSG 2023/10
Note: prior to March 6, 2024 this variable had the following value labels for the above
list in UAS data sets:

ASDE 2014/01 Nat.Rep.

ASDE 2014/01 Native Am.
ASDE 2014/11 Native Am.

LA County 2015/05 List Sample
MSG 2015/07 Nat.Rep.

MSG 2016/01 Nat.Rep. Batch 2
MSG 2016/01 Nat.Rep. Batch 3
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8. MSG 2016/01 Nat.Rep. Batch 4

9. MSG 2016/02 Nat.Rep. Batch 5
10. MSG 2016/03 Nat.Rep. Batch 6
11. MSG 2016/04 Nat.Rep. Batch 7
12. MSG 2016/05 Nat.Rep. Batch 8
13. MSG 2016/08 LA County Batch 2
14. MSG 2017/03 LA County Batch 3
15. MSG 2017/11 California Batch 1
16. MSG 2018/02 California Batch 2
17. MSG 2018/08 Nat.Rep. Batch 9
18. MSG 2019/04 LA County Batch 4
19. MSG 2019/05 LA County Batch 5
20. MSG 2019/11 Nat. Rep. Batch 10
21. MSG 2020/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 11
22. MSG 2020/10 Nat. Rep. Batch 12
23. MSG 2021/02 Nat. Rep. Batch 13
24. MSG 2021/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 15
25. MSG 2021/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 16
26. MSG 2022/02 Nat. Rep. Batch 17 (priority)
27. MSG 2022/02 Nat. Rep. Batch 17 (regular)
28. MSG 2022/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 18
29. MSG 2022/11 LA County Batch 6
30. MSG 2022/11 Nat. Rep. Batch 20
31. MSG 2023/01 Nat. Rep. Batch 21
32. MSG 2023/06 Nat. Rep. Batch 22
33. MSG 2023-09 Native Am. Batch 3
34. MSG 2023-10 Nat. Rep. Batch 23

o |primary_respondent|. indicates if the respondent was the first person within the
household (i.e. to become a member or whether s/he was added as a subsequent
member. A household in this regard is broadly defined as anyone living together with
the primary respondent. That is, a household comprises individuals who live together,
e.g. as part of a family relationship (like a spouse/child/parent) or in context of some
other relationship (like a roommate or tenant).

o [hardware| indicates whether the respondent ever received hardware or not. Note:
this variable should not be used to determine whether a respondent received hard-
ware at a given point in time and/or whether s/he used the hardware to participate in
a survey. Rather, it indicates whether hardware was ever provided:



https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1S1sKgCAQvMseQLT6iPUwsaaEUCauBRHdPTX6mfcQDnhzAYi0ONCMnSz6MKufhaVM4qTkyaytKzNmb6vsEXo5_KH7QoWgKo8I9RtoazdVfEx-o3RNyXHcg3Uhg35ejcNcJ40,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1S8kNgCAQ7GULICA8zFrNIERJ0BjweBh7Fzw-cw_Y8JkL0ILBU5e5kUVvNoZeOKwQO1KAjU9XZjkHV6Vm0tL8oX9DxaQqt0z1O2Pynx2R3IFU7HUD7wUjBQ,,

1. None
2. Tablet (includes Internet)

o [languagef the language in which the survey was conducted. This variable takes a
value of 1 for English and a value of 2 for Spanish.

o start_date (start_year, start month, start_day, start_hour, start_min, start_sec):
indicates the time at which the respondent started the survey.

o end_date (end_year, end_month, end_day, end_hour, end_min, end_sec): indicates
the time at which the respondent completed the survey.

o |cs_001} indicates how interesting the respondent found the survey.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBA2tlAxBtIWVEkhvXmJuKpSbk5iXXgq2oRZcMO7gXCL7
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDQxDTwkoJpD0vMRes08xKKbk4HixXC1wwAV1cIg8,

4 BACKGROUND DEMOGRAPHICS

Every UAS survey data set includes demographic variables, which provide background in-
formation about the respondent and his/her household. Demographic information such as
age, ethnicity, education, marital status, work status, state of residence, family structure
is elicited every quarter through the “My Household” survey. The demographic variables
provided with each survey are taken from the most recent ‘MyHousehold’ survey answered
by the respondent. If at the time of a survey, the information in “My Household” is more
than three months old, a respondent is required to check and update his or her information
before being able to take the survey.

The following variables are available in each survey data set:

o |[gender]: the gender of the respondent.

o |dateofbirth_year}: the year of birth of the respondent.

o [aget the age of the respondent at the start of the survey.

o [agerange; if the respondent’s age cannot be calculate due to missing information,
‘agerange’ indicates the approximate age. Should a value for both the ‘age’ and
‘agerange’ be present, then ‘age’ takes precedence over ‘agerange’.

o [citizenus! indicates whether the respondent is a U.S. citizen.
o [bornust indicates whether the respondent was born in the U.S.

o |stateborn| indicates the state in which the respondent was born. This is set to
missing (.) if the respondent was not born in the U.S.

o [countryborni indicates the country in which the respondent was born. This is set to
missing (.) if the respondent was born in the U.S.

o |countryborn_other: indicates the country of birth if that country is not on the drop
down list of countries shown to the respondent’.

o the state in which the respondent is living.

o immigration_status|: indicates whether the respondent is an immigrant. It takes one
of the following values: 0 Non-immigrant, 1 First generation immigrant (immigrant who
migrated to the U.S), 2 Second generation immigrant (U.S.-born children of at least
one foreign-born parent), 3 Third generation immigrant (U.S.-born children of at least
one U.S.-born parent, where at least one grandparent is foreign-born), or 4 Unknown
immigrant status.

o |maritalstatus| the marital status of the respondent.

o [livewithpartner; indicates whether the respondent lives with a partner.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5AtI2I9zZpcIoJJuNVPdPfU6Gd4zMxjmuiWGrBz8GCERqx82hRX5fhgdXGJbFPf6k0kuoaaQOP0l_4rKw6I2HAhaHrmrZszQfDZ-QLmeQEEn1wivQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyC4ipJGJaTIxpJdgDtSCivadGP5dzX0yCbh8Fdp40dJ4qjHxIa4ZCceDiZGdY2tzFmfdGJawJahR_qL8wYomICVuCdF95yc-yyV5vozQuzP2l2UH3vJ5cMFwnFQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMTcVqhxsfi1cMJwmIXI,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMTcVygWaX5SYB7KkFlwwS9UjhA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA5T4WWh6mlSLBGoR07pQvLut4mZ4zMxj6unSErDx4sEqtVg4uyCTmTmxOXgXduHdyk1V5oodQYf9X_qvLNggYsWBoOqR19ccCSZJcvqYFez9XDBx0CQp
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5CtJGI9zZoSglm42U9097ToZ3jMzGPSdEkN2HnxYIR6rFxcbAyzcnywOjkHtvHd6k0kuIYDwYD6L_1XVuwQseFE0PTE62uOBHbLqQiY-wEFblwi4Q,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA0i0LjQ9TapFCvVDU92IdzetuBkeM_OYerpFAw5ePFihDpVPF8PUzJy5uTgFdrFuehMJc0FDYLD_S_-Vii1cIhYcCIq-8VrNUU-Zs3d72sA-L3HUJB0,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0EKgDAMBP-SB0iqHiS-Jq1cIoXaSmMFEf9uqnhZht0dpp4u0YCNlxlGoRaViw3eNRPv3BycPdvwbnoT8VPFjqDD_i_nr1Q0iFhxIKh65PU1jSFwqcQ9nzblCOP9XDDeqyU5
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB4g1g2I7TKwpJZSGWhDR3dOin-ExM4-poSvmgI1cJwN9pBoz72qxY6U5cXVwsKyWd8u3GK0uKAkkNn9pvjKjQMSCHUHRHa-vKVqC0e8uhVP54AafZhOgvx_JqlwnwA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jEEKgDAMBP-SB5TU9iDxNakGKVSRtnoR_25a8RKG2d0webqLHjh4FZgKDah8hhRns3Blc3GOHFLPtFZKXFwaOgKH_pfySUWLiA1HgjbfeetLa7VVuUoWfaDqeQHd0SUR
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0kKgEAMBP-SB0hcXA4SHyPtggQcFTN6Ef9uRvHSVG-QSi5zoQ3TSI1Jwc5HN2ufDYjITuyKbn47n5npkLAUKrn6w_ELHXNmTlgLpfuC8D5z9xqCTjuirktrEfEwau4H8HkoHg,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jEsKgDAMRO-SA0hqXUg8zWhFCq2IqW7Eu5sqbobH_CCdXFxqQhuWmQaVlo2PMcWpCShoTuwRY3ozq6nGUNELee5-c_5MQ8fMFXuhOl-R36WzfrangqQF5VAa7gcqRyYE
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i10KgCAQhO-yB5DtD2I7zZZSCyaiVg_R3VOjl-FjZj6mnu6YAzyvBqZILWY-ZiuL0pxYnRyEZ1u3fItRdMGOoMP-L81XZmwQseBIUHTHezWbgcDKaS5Jm-eQnAkwPS95HCbglivewithpartner

o leducationi the highest level of education attained by the respondent.

o |hisplatinof indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as being His-
panic or Latino. This variable is asked separately from race.

o |hisplatinogroup| indicates which Hispanic or Latino group a respondent identifies
him or herself with. This is set to missing (.) if the respondent does not identify him
or herself as being Hispanic or Latino.

o [white; indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as white (Cau-
casian).

o |black: indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as black (African-
American).

o indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as Native
American (American Indian or Alaska Native).

o [asian|: indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as Asian (Asian-
American).

o |pacific} indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as Native Hawaiian
or Other Pacific Islander.

o [race} indicates the race of the respondent as singular (e.g., ‘1 White’ or 2 Black’)
or as mixed (in case the respondent identifies with two or more races). The value
‘6 Mixed’ that the respondent answered ‘Yes' to at least two of the single race cate-
gories. This variable is generated based on the values of the different race variables
(white, black, nativeamer, asian, pacific). This composite measure is not conditional
on hisplatino, so an individual may identify as Hispanic or Latino, and also as a mem-
ber of one or more racial groups.

o [working} indicates whether the respondent is working for pay.
o |sickl leave: indicates whether the respondent is not working because sick or on leave.
o lunemp_layoff: indicates whether the respondent is unemployed or on lay off.

o junemp_look: indicates whether the respondent is unemployed and looking for a job.
o indicates whether the respondent is retired.

o |disabled: indicates whether the respondent has a disability.

o [If_other; specifies other labor force status.

o [laborstatus; indicates the labor force status of the respondent as singular (e.g., ‘1
Working for pay’ or ‘2 On sick or other leave’) or as mixed (in case the respondent

selects two or more labor statuses). The value ‘8 Mixed’ indicates that the respondent
answered ‘Yes’ to at least two of the single labor force status variables. This variable
is generated based on the values of the different labor status variables (working,
sick_leave, unempl_layoff, unempl_look, retired, disabled, If_other).
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i8sNgCAQRHvZAsgqHHSpZvnEkCAaAS_G3gWNl8nLzDwmRVduATsvHnSmERtXE4MVjguLk4_AJr5bu-UcXFxHSSBR_aX_yoYDXCJ2nAi6nnh9zZnAu2q5hC2Bvh9w1iQHeducation
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA5T4ASU9zfhBC1qKUTfi3U0VN8NjZh6klkstKGEayauUbHx0S-jdgB3uxBbQLe9mN9UwZKyEKq7_cvxKw4KZM7ZCWY9YX7OxU0IMOpO_HykFIz8,spanish
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA0j8LCQ9TWqlFrSWRt2IdzetuBkeM_OYBrpFAxL7GYxQh8qnXcPUOD64uTgHtmvd9CYSXFzBnqDH4S_nr1RsEbHgSFD0yFs1205fiWOQxef9TGCeFwQrJZg,spanishgroup
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMRes09RKqTwjswTIrgVcMOITXCJo
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA5RoK0h6mvSDFKuIVTfi3U0rbobHzDwmQ3eRgI2nCLZQj8Kny8mrwAeri_fELrdNbqWkUFETaDR_Gb9SsEPEiiNB1VdemjkQuMx-Bvu84RpcIkQ,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jEEOgCAMBP_SB5BcIhxMeU0VYkiQGEAvxr9bMF42k2l3mSzdVQIO3gK4ShMKn0uKq_LcWF1cXFwiL2nc5K3W6DsaAoP2l-GTghoRO84EvZ55H00tq5lbvIKIAu55AbeuJJ8,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgDAMQ-_SA4zqFKQ7TaZDCipi1R_x7m6KP-GR5EEauSwHrRgTBZOaMx9x0t4N2OFObIo4vVu-melQ0At5bv4yfWXGipkLdkJFXzC_ZisEUywU7gfhdVwiUw,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMRes0xxkQXJmWmayknUtXDBcJ_UjGA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMRemsygxGcisBVwwvqUh4Q,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMRes09xKqTy_KDszL13JuhZcMCl6I0o,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMReuMzM5W8m6FlwwvvQh8A,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5DN_IjtMLGlhqAVmUFEd0-NfobHzDwmRXfMARvPBvpIEjOn0btJaD5YnLw7Hn3d8i1Gpwu2BC2qvzRfmbFBxIIdQdEXDtVsJEFaTNgGz9dqLfTPCwOMJXo,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jEkKgDAMRe-SA5RUXUh6GIlapNgJq27Eu5sqbj6PPzF1dBURyLxYMIUaFD5G7yY1887q5M3x6N9MaqW4uWJL0GL3m_YzBTVcIlbsCeo8cniXWl6PaEMefEormPsBuDEkrA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5Atg2I7zZoSCxah1k9091ajn-ExM49poDtrwMFrgDlTj8qni7IYz4XNxUnYxbbpLWfxFS2BxeEvw1cqdohYcVwiqPrOWzNHghSKpKC_5wUo7SM4
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMTcVxs0sBpkDVFgLXDBL7SOC
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMTcVys1Ji88vyUgtUrKuBVwwTIEjnQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAQQ-8yByhTdSHT06QqUqgfOtWNeHdbxU14JHmQTi4tQTvmiZxKw4UPH8NgRmSYEynAx3crN9UwVmyFWu7-cvrKgpaZK_ZCVV-xvKa1QhF-S5qRDyV3P92hJSg,

o lemploymenttype| indicates the employment type of the respondent (employed by
the government, by a private company, a nonprofit organization, or self-employed).
This is set to missing (.) if the respondent is not currently working or currently on sick
or other leave.

o |workfullpart; indicates whether the respondent works full or part-time. This is set
to missing (.) if the respondent is not currently working or currently on sick or other
leave.

o lhourswork indicates the number of hours the respondent works per week. This is
set to missing (.) if the respondent is not currently working or currently on sick or
other leave.

o [hhincome is the total combined income of all members of the respondent’s house-
hold (living in their household) during the past 12 months.

o [anyhhmember: indicates whether there were any members in the respondent’s
household at the time he/she answered the survey as reported by the respondent.

o lhhmembernumber: indicates the number of household members in the respon-
dent’s household at the time of the survey as reported by the respondent. It may
be that ‘anyhhmember’ is ‘Yes’, but ‘hhmembernumber’ is missing if the respondent
did not provide the number of household members at the time of the survey.

o [hhmemberin_# indicates whether a household member is currently in the house-
hold as reported by the respondent. Household members are never removed from
the stored household roster and their information is always included in survey data
sets. The order of the roster is the same order in which household members were
specified by the respondent in the ‘MyHousehold’ survey. The order is identified by
the suffix # (e.g., _1 indicates the first household member, _2 the second household
member, etc.).

As an example, if the first household member is in the household at the time of the
survey, ‘hhmemberin_1’is set to ‘1 HH Member 1 is in the HH’; if he/she has moved
out, ‘hhmemberin_1’ is set to ‘0 HH member 1 is no longer in the HH'. Since infor-
mation of other household members (stored in the variables listed below) is always
included in survey data sets, information about ‘hhmemberin_1’ is available whether
this person is still in the household or has moved out.

o [hhmembergen #: indicates the gender of another household member as reported
by the respondent.

o [hhmemberage_#: indicates the age of another household member. The age is de-
rived from the month and year of birth of the household member as reported by the
respondent.

o [hhmemberrel #: indicates the relationship of the respondent to the other household
member as reported by the respondent.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO_iAWTNPmI7zZoSgpqkBRLdvbXoZ3i8mSEc8SocXCLT6sRcXHBcMObDBL9IS5XkSbtcJxPejmeleNtRo9Aw_tJ9klEBQMcJRb9cJ4rvU3HlYg5biy7V2jLb-wFSJiaD
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA5RYXUg8TfxSjFpaPwvx7qYVN8NjZh5TRXfUXDDP01wwTSSLykcrrjM972xODo5byZveYnR9wpKgxOovh69ULBAxYU2Q9JWXbBaW4NrCPB5cIp7DDs3zAgTwJaI,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMRes09JKKSO_tKi4PL8oW8m6FlwwcsYkPw,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBcQ0tlIyNjCBCaZCBIFMQwMDAxDTwkoJpD0vMTcVys3IyMxLzgdxawFMYiOV
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB4g1_YjtNGsuKahEVhDR3dOin-ExM4_J0FVqwMKzwFiox8q7jWHqHG_cHbwGtvHd6q2U4BpqAo3mL-UrKypEbDgQND1zek2lCDif3lwnSVZWGO8H3PklBA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5C1_Ij1NGtKCSqh1U9099ain-Exb4bJ0NUkYOMlgG00oPDhUpyV553VyTWyS6-TWWvRdxwJRjR_Gb5SUCNix4mg3wvn96lFrWsO2YVajp5g7wdPwCZI
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0EKgDAMBP-SB0iqHiQ-RlItNtCKGPVcIv7dVPGyDLs7TC1dagErzwF6pRqND59krCbeuTp5E_bp3eymKlPBhqDB9i_DVxo6RCzYERR94fyariaIMYfswybL4KC_HwFWJSQ,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB4i1XCJiPUysuZSQElr9RHdPjX6Gx8w8pp7ulAN2XgR0ohYzn2Zzc2P54Obi6Nhsdcu3lJwt2BF02P-lfGVGhYgFR4KiB_bVVAPBunrxRuJcIsFKnBTo5wWckybG
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jUsKgDAMRO-SA5RUXUh6GEk12EIrYtWNeHdTxc3wmA_D1NFVVGDlWcAValD58CmOZuKdzclbZJ_eTGulxKliS9Bi95vymYoWESv2BHW-cH6XVvshZMleNj0aLLj7AVwnECV7
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0EKgDAMBP-SB5TUepD4GEk1aKEVadWL-HdTxcsy7O4wtXQVDdh4FugLNah8-BhGM_HO5uQc2Md301spYaroCBy2fylfqWgRsWJHUPWV02ta_S9LkuQlZ4mDhf5-XDBcJ7QlkQ,,

o [hhmemberuasid #: is the ‘uasid’ of the other household member if this person is also
a UAS panel member. It is set to missing (.) if this person is not a UAS panel member
at the time of the survey. Since this identifier is directly reported by the respondent
(chosen from a preloaded list), it may differ from the actual (correct) ‘uasid’ of the
UAS member it refers to because of reporting error. Also, this variable should not
be used to identify UAS members in a given household at the time of the survey.
This is because the variables ‘hhmemberuasid # are taken from the most recent
‘My Household’ and changes in household composition involving UAS members may
have occurred between the time of the respondent answered ‘My Household’ and
the time the respondent answers the survey. To follow UAS members of a given
household, it is advised to use the identifiers ‘uashhid’ and ‘survhhid’.

o [lastmyhh_date}: the date on which the demographics variables were collected through
the ‘My Household’ survey.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jFsKgCAQRfcyC5AxC2JaTIwpJWSEZj_R3huLfi6H-2Jq6cpcIrDz7GHI1KBwsWuYlOOD1ckpsF3fTGo5B1fREBhsf9N_pqBGxIo9QZ1vHN-l7giWJfpofSosH6OG4X5cMHWVJmY,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0EKgDAMBP-SB5TUepD4GIlatNCKGBVE_LtpxcsyzO4y1XSLBqw8eWiFKlQ- -hgGM_LO5uQtcB9LpzORMGZ0BA7rX_pPKlpEzNgQ5PvCqTyt7iPLnq557rRQ-bwpuyXd

5 MISSING DATA CONVENTIONS

Data files provide so-called clean data, that is, answers given to questions that are not ap-
plicable anymore at survey completion (for example because a respondent went back in the
survey and skipped over a previously answered question) are treated as if the questions
were never asked. In the data files all questions that were asked, but not answered by the
respondent are marked with (.e). All questions never seen by the respondent (or any dirty
data) are marked with (.a). The latter may mean that a respondent did not view the question
because s/he skipped over it; or alternatively that s/he never reached that question due to
a break off. If a respondent did not complete a survey, the variables representing survey
end date and time are marked with (.c). Household member variables are marked with (.m)
if the respondent has less household members (e.g. if the number of household members
is 2, any variables for household member 3 and up are marked with (.m).

UAS provides data in STATA and CSV format. Stata data sets come with include vari-
able labels that are not available in the CSV files. Value labels are provided for single-
response answer option. In STATA these labels will include the labels ‘Not asked’ and ‘Not
answered’ for (.a) and (.e), and will show in tabulations such as ‘tab q1, missing’. For
multiple-response questions a binary variable is created for each answer option indicating
whether the option was selected or not. A summary variable is also provided in string for-
mat reflecting which options were selected and in which order. For example, if a question
asked about favorite animals with options cat, dog, and horse, then if a respondent selected
horse and then cat, the binary variables for horse and cat will be set to yes, while the overall
variable would have a string value of ‘3-1’. If no answer was given, all binary variables and
the summary variable will be marked with ‘.e’.

Questions that are asked multiple times are often implemented as so-called array ques-
tions. Supposing the name of such question was Q1 and it was asked in 6 different in-
stances, your data set would contain the variables Q1_1_to Q1_6_. To illustrate, if a survey
asked the names of all children, then child_1_ would contain the name of the first child the
respondent named and so on.

More information about the UAS data in general can be found on the |UAS Data Pages
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6 ROUTING SYNTAX

The survey with routing presented in the next section includes all of the questions that
make up this survey, the question answers when choices were provided, and the question
routing. The routing includes descriptions of when questions are grouped, conditional logic
that determines when questions are presented to the respondent, randomization of ques-
tions and answers, and fills of answers from one question to another.

If you are unfamiliar with conditional logic statements, they are typically formatted so that
if the respondent fulfills some condition (e.g. they have a cellphone or a checking ac-
count), then they are presented with some other question or the value of some variable
is changed. If the respondent does not fulfill the condition (e.g. they are not a cellphone
adopter or they do not have a checking account), something else happens such as skip-
ping the next question or changing the variable to some other value. Some of the logic
involved in the randomization of questions or answers being presented to the respondent is
quite complex, and in these instances there is documentation to clarify the process being
represented by the routing.

Because logic syntax standards vary, here is a brief introduction to our syntax standards.
The syntax used in the conditional statements is as follows: ‘=" is equal to, ‘<’ is less than,
‘>’ is greater than, and ‘=" is used for does not equal. When a variable is set to some
number N, the statement looks like ‘variable := N’.

The formatting of the questions and routing are designed to make it easier to interpret
what is occurring at any given point in the survey. Question ID is the bold text at the top of
a question block, followed by the question text and the answer selections. When a question
or variable has associated data, the name links to the appropriate data page, so you can
easily get directly to the data. Text color is used to indicate the routing: red is conditional
logic, is question grouping, green is looping, and orange is used to document random-
ization and other complex conditional logic processes. The routing is written for a computer
to parse rather than a human to read, so when the routing diverges significantly from what
is displayed to the respondent, a screenshot of what the respondent saw is included.

The name of the randomization variables are defined in proximity to where they are put

into play, and like the question ID the names of the randomization variables can be used to
link directly to the associated data page.
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7 SURVEY WITH ROUTING

lintro| (Section Financial)

This survey focuses on you and your household’s financial situation. "Household” includes
you and others living with you who contribute financially to your home. As you answer these
questions, please think about all of your household members’ finances, taken as a whole.
If you live alone, or do not consider anyone else to be a member of your household, please
answer these questions as an individual.

For all questions, please answer to the best of your ability. If you are not sure how to
answer a question, your best guess will do.

/* Respondents are asked about their financial situation over the past 12 months using
short-format and long-format questions. The two formats are administered in random order
per variable section_order with values:

o 1 Short format, then long format
o 2 Long format, then short format
*/

IF section_order = EMPTY THEN
| section_order := mt_rand(1,2)

END OF IF

fi_intro2| (Section Financial)

These first few questions ask about your household’s financial situation over the past 12
months. As you answer these questions, please think about your financial situation since
July 2019.

IF section_order = 2 THEN
Start of section

(household spending compared to income in section Shortened)
In the last 12 months, my household spent...

1 Much less than our income

2 A little less than our income

3 About equal to our income

4 A little more than our income

5 Much more than our income

(household bill paying in section Shortened)
In the last 12 months, my household paid...
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/intro
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/fi_intro2
https://uasdata.usc.edu/section/uas304/shortened
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si001
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si002

1 All bills on time

2 Nearly all bills on time
3 Most bills on time

4 Some bills on time

5 Very few bills on time

(how long no income cash would support in section Shortened)

If our household stopped earning money today, the cash we have now would support us
for...

1 6 months or more

2 3-5 months

3 1-2 months

4 1-3 weeks

5 Less than 1 week

(how confident currently doing to meet longer term goals in section Short-
ened)

My household is doing what’'s needed to meet our long-term financial goals.

1 Very confident

2 Moderately confident

3 Somewhat confident

4 Slightly confident

5 Not at all confident

(how manageable household debt in section Shortened)
My household has...

1 No debt

2 A manageable amount of debt

3 A bit more debt than is manageable

4 Far more debt than is manageable

(rate credit score in section Shortened)
My credit score is...

1 Excellent

2 Very good

3 Good

4 Fair

5 Poor

6 | don’t know

(how confident insurance policies provide enough support in section Short-
ened)

My household’s insurance policies will provide enough support in an emergency.

1 Very confident

2 Moderately confident
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si003
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si004
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si005
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si006
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si007

3 Somewhat confident

4 Slightly confident

5 Not at all confident

6 No one in my household has any insurance

(setting money aside for emergency in section Shortened)
Are you currently setting aside money for an emergency?

1 Yes

2 No

3 Don’t know

(household plans ahead financially in section Shortened)
My household plans ahead financially.

1 Agree strongly

2 Agree somewhat

3 Neither agree nor disagree

4 Disagree somewhat

5 Disagree strongly

End of section[Shortened|
END OF IF

Start of section

(total spending compared to income in section Financial)

Which of the following statements best describes how your household’s total spending com-
pared to total income, over the last 12 months?

1 Spending was much less than income

2 Spending was a little less than income

3 Spending was about equal to income

4 Spending was a little more than income

5 Spending was much more than income

(household financial ability in section Financial)
Which of the following statements best describes how your household has paid its bills over
the last 12 months?

My household has been financially able to:
1 Pay all our bills on time

2 Pay nearly all our bills on time

3 Pay most of our bills on time

4 Pay some of our bills on time

5 Pay very few of our bills on time

(how long afford expenses without withdrawing from retirement or borrowing in sec-

19


https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q194
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si008
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDK2qi62MrFSKkhMT1WyLrYytASyS5NyMpP1UhJLEvWKU5NLMvPzQFJAVcXFmSkgprGVkrGBCUwwFVwiCGQaGhgYK1nXAlwwmeUZjA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/section/uas304/financial
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q036
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q039
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q044

tion Financial)

At your current level of spending, how long could you and your household afford to cover
expenses, if you had to live on only the money you have readily available, without withdraw-
ing money from retirement accounts or borrowing?

1 6 months or more

2 3-5 months

3 1-2 months

4 1-3 weeks

5 Less than 1 week

(how confident currently doing to meet longer term goals in section Financial)
Thinking about your household’s longer-term financial goals, such as saving for a vacation,
starting a business, buying or paying off a home, saving up for education, putting money
away for retirement, or making retirement funds last...

How confident are you that your household is currently doing what is needed to meet your
longer-term goals?

1 Very confident

2 Moderately confident

3 Somewhat confident

4 Slightly confident

5 Not at all confident

q077| (how manageable household debt in section Financial)

Thinking about all of your household’s current debts, including mortgages, bank loans, stu-
dent loans, money owed to people, medical debt, past-due bills, and credit card balances
that are carried over from prior months...

As of today, which of the following statements describes how manageable your house-
hold debt is?

1 Have a manageable amount of debt

2 Have a bit more debt than is manageable

3 Have far more debt than is manageable

4 Do not have any debt

(rate credit score in section Financial)

How would you rate your credit score? Your credit score is a number that tells lenders how
risky or safe you are as a borrower.

1 Excellent

2 Very good

3 Good

4 Fair

5 Poor

6 | don’t know

(how confident insurance policies provide enough support in section Financial)
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q045
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q077
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q112

Thinking about all of the types of insurance you and others in your household currently
might have, including health insurance, vehicle insurance, home or rental insurance, life
insurance, and disability insurance...

How confident are you that those insurance policies will provide enough support in case of
an emergency?

1 Very confident

2 Moderately confident

3 Somewhat confident

4 Slightly confident

5 Not at all confident

6 No one in my household has any insurance

(household plans ahead financially in section Financial)
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement:

"My household plans ahead financially.”
1 Agree strongly

2 Agree somewhat

3 Neither agree nor disagree

4 Disagree somewhat

5 Disagree strongly

End of section

IF section_order = 1 THEN
Start of section

(household spending compared to income in section Shortened)
In the last 12 months, my household spent...

1 Much less than our income

2 A little less than our income

3 About equal to our income

4 A little more than our income

5 Much more than our income

(household bill paying in section Shortened)
In the last 12 months, my household paid...

1 All bills on time

2 Nearly all bills on time

3 Most bills on time

4 Some bills on time

5 Very few bills on time

(how long no income cash would support in section Shortened)
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If our household stopped earning money today, the cash we have now would support us
for...

1 6 months or more

2 3-5 months

3 1-2 months

4 1-3 weeks

5 Less than 1 week

(how confident currently doing to meet longer term goals in section Short-
ened)

My household is doing what's needed to meet our long-term financial goals.

1 Very confident

2 Moderately confident

3 Somewhat confident

4 Slightly confident

5 Not at all confident

(how manageable household debt in section Shortened)
My household has...

1 No debt

2 A manageable amount of debt

3 A bit more debt than is manageable

4 Far more debt than is manageable

(rate credit score in section Shortened)
My credit score is...

1 Excellent

2 Very good

3 Good

4 Fair

5 Poor

6 | don’'t know

(how confident insurance policies provide enough support in section Short-
ened)

My household’s insurance policies will provide enough support in an emergency.

1 Very confident

2 Moderately confident

3 Somewhat confident

4 Slightly confident

5 Not at all confident

6 No one in my household has any insurance

(setting money aside for emergency in section Shortened)
Are you currently setting aside money for an emergency?
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si004
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si005
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si006
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/si007
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/q194

1 Yes
2 No
3 Don’t know

(household plans ahead financially in section Shortened)
My household plans ahead financially.

1 Agree strongly

2 Agree somewhat

3 Neither agree nor disagree

4 Disagree somewhat

5 Disagree strongly

End of section
END OF IF

Start of section

(Section Covid)

These next few questions ask about your experience with the coronavirus (also known as
COVID-19), a disease with flu-like symptoms that has spread across the world. As you an-
swer these questions, please think about your financial situation since March of this year,
when the outbreak began in the United States.

(how much financial stress coronavirus in section Covid)

How much financial stress, if any, has the coronavirus outbreak caused you?
1 High financial stress

2 Moderate financial stress

3 Some financial stress

4 No financial stress

(anyone in household tested positive in section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household tested positive for COVID-19?
1 Yes, | have

2 Yes, someone in my household has

3 No, no one in my household has

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN
(Section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household experienced any of the following issues since
| March due to the coronavirus outbreak? Please select all that apply.
|

:

SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS
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(Laid off from a job in section Covid)

Laid off from a job
1 Yes
2 No

qa032b, (Furloughed, on temporary leave from a job, or employer temporarily
closed in section Covid)

Furloughed, on temporary leave from a job, or employer temporarily closed

1 Yes

2 No

(Employer reduced hours or pay in section Covid)
Employer reduced hours or pay

1 Yes
2 No

(Employer closed or permanently went out of business in section Covid)
Employer closed or permanently went out of business

1 Yes

2 No

(Worked less because of lower demand for services offered in section
Covid)

Worked less because of lower demand for services offered

1 Yes

2 No

(Worked less due to childcare responsibilities or other personal constraints in
section Covid)

Worked less due to childcare responsibilities or other personal constraints

1 Yes

2 No

(A business that | or someone in my household owns earned less rev-
enue in section Covid)

A business that | or someone in my household owns earned less revenue

1 Yes

2 No

qa032g (Was unable to get to work due to childcare responsibilities or other per-
sonal constraints in section Covid)

Was unable to get to work due to childcare responsibilities or other personal constraints
1 Yes

2 No
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| f| (other factor income decreased in section Covid)

| Other (please specify): Please write a brief description of the other factor.Please select
| the Yes answer choice to the right if you specified another factor in the text box.

| 1 Yes

| 2No

END OF SUBGROUP

qa032f_other| (specify other factor income decreased in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP

(lost access to health insurance in section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household lost access to health insurance as a result of being
laid off, furloughed, or terminated from your job?

1 Yes

2 No

3 Don’t Know

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(how household income changed in section Covid)

Please indicate if your household’s total income and expenses have changed since
March, as a result of the coronavirus outbreak. As you're thinking about your household’s
total income, please consider wages from employment, as well as government payments
or income from other sources.

My household’s income has...
1 Increased

2 Decreased

3 Stayed the same

(how household expenses changed in section Covid)
My household’s expenses have...

1 Increased

2 Decreased

3 Stayed the same

END OF GROUP

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household taken any of the following actions since March
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to help you cope with the effects of the coronavirus outbreak? Please select all that apply.
SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS

(Applied for a new job in section Covid)
Applied for a new job

1 Yes
2 No

(Applied for unemployment benefits in section Covid)
Applied for unemployment benefits

1 Yes

2 No

(Cut back on my expenses in section Covid)
Cut back on my expenses

1 Yes

2 No

(Spent down savings in section Covid)
Spent down savings

1 Yes

2 No

(Carried a balance on a credit card in section Covid)
Carried a balance on a credit card

1 Yes

2 No

(Overdrew my checking account in section Covid)
Overdrew my checking account

1 Yes

2 No

(Withdrew money from my retirement account in section Covid)
Withdrew money from my retirement account

1 Yes

2 No

(Borrowed money from friends and family in section Covid)
Borrowed money from friends and family

1 Yes

2 No

(Applied for a loan from a financial institution or online lender in section
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Covid)

Applied for a loan from a financial institution or online lender
1 Yes

2 No

(Applied for other government benefits (SNAP, WIC, etc.) in section Covid)
Applied for other government benefits (SNAP, WIC, etc.)

1 Yes

2 No

(Borrowed using a payday loan, deposit advance, or pawn shop loan in
section Covid)

Borrowed using a payday loan, deposit advance, or pawn shop loan

1 Yes

2 No

(Sold something in section Covid)
Sold something

1 Yes

2 No

END OF SUBGROUP

END OF GROUP

[g019_intro| (Section Covid)

These next few questions ask about financial hardships you may have experienced since
the coronavirus outbreak began in March. For each of these questions, please indicate
whether the statements were often, sometimes, or never true for you or your household
since March.

(worried whether food would run out in section Covid)

Since March, | worried whether our food would run out before | got money to buy more.
1 Often

2 Sometimes

3 Rarely

4 Never

(worried about being able to afford rental or mortgage payment in section Covid)
Since March, | worried about being able to afford my rental or mortgage payment.

1 Often

2 Sometimes

3 Rarely

4 Never
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(did not get healthcare in section Covid)

Since March, | or someone in my household did not get healthcare we needed because we
couldn’t afford it.

1 Often

2 Sometimes

3 Rarely

4 Never

(stopped taking medication in section Covid)

Since March, | or someone in my household stopped taking a medication or took less than
directed due to the costs.

1 Often

2 Sometimes

3 Rarely

4 Never

ga038._intro| (Section Covid)

These next questions ask about stimulus payments (also known as “economic impact pay-
ments,” “recovery rebates,” or “stimulus checks”) that you may have received from the fed-
eral government to help you make ends meet during the coronavirus outbreak.

(received stimulus payment in section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household received a stimulus payment from the federal gov-
ernment since the start of the coronavirus outbreak in March?

1 Yes

2 No

3 I'm not sure

IF ga038 = 1 THEN

(how received stimulus in section Covid)

How did you or someone in your household receive this stimulus payment? Please select
all that apply.

1 Direct deposit into a bank account

2 Paper check sent in the mail

3 Prepaid card from the government sent in the mail (also known as an EIPCard)

4 Direct deposit onto my Direct Express card or other prepaid card

5 I'm not sure

IF 2 IN ga044 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(where cashed or deposited check in section Covid)

You indicated you or someone in your household received your stimulus payment as
| a paper check in the mail. Where did you cash or deposit this check?
| 1 At a branch of a bank or credit union
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2 Atan ATM

3 At a check casher (Ace Check Express, Americash, Currency Exchange, Chester’s
Check Casher, Speedy Check Casher, etc.)

4 At a retail or convenience store (a grocery store, drug store, WalMart, etc.)

5 Using mobile deposit on my phone

6 | haven’t cashed or deposited the check

7 Other, please specify:

gad5_other (other where cashed or deposited check in section Covid)
STRING

IF ga45 = 6 AND ga45 = RESPONSE THEN

(fees to cash or deposit check in section Covid)

Did you pay any fees to cash or deposit this stimulus check?
1 Yes

2 No

3 I don’t know

IF ga46 = 1 THEN

(how many fees to cash or deposit check in section Covid)

You indicated you paid fees to cash or deposit your stimulus payment check. How
much did you pay? If you're not sure, your best guess will do.

RANGE 0..9223372036854775807

END OF IF
END OF IF
END OF IF

(when stimulus primary checking account overdrawn or negative balance in
section Covid)

At the time you received your stimulus payment, was your primary checking account
overdrawn or did the account have a negative balance?

1 Yes, my primary checking account was overdrawn

2 No, my primary checking account was not overdrawn

3 Does not apply (I don’t have a checking account)

END OF IF

(Section Covid)

These next few questions ask about other types of assistance you might have received in
response to the coronavirus crisis. As you answer these questions, please think about your
experience since March of this year.

IF ga034h = 1 THEN
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(receive unemployment benefits in section Covid)

You indicated that you or someone in your household applied for unemployment benefits
from the federal or state government. Did you receive these benefits?

1 Yes

2 No, our application was rejected

3 No, our application is still being processed

4 No, some other reason

5 I'm not sure

IF cv005 =1 THEN
(still receiving unemployment benefits in section Covid)
Are you or is anyone in your household still receiving unemployment benefits from the
federal or state government?
1 Yes, we are currently receiving unemployment benefits
2 No, we are no longer receiving unemployment benefits
3 I'm not sure

(how much unemployment benefits received in section Covid)

Approximately how much money did you receive, or are you currently receiving, in
federal and state unemployment benefits each week?

RANGE 0..9223372036854775807

END OF IF
END OF IF

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

cv008_intro| (Section Covid)
Have you or anyone in your household applied for relief (such as deferral, forbearance,
or forgiveness) on any of the following payments since March?

SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS

(debt relief student loans in section Covid)
Student loans

1 Yes

2 No

3 I'm not sure

4 Does not apply to my situation

(debt relief mortgage or rent in section Covid)
Mortgage or rent

1 Yes

2 No

3 I'm not sure
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4 Does not apply to my situation

(debt relief credit cards in section Covid)
Credit cards

1 Yes

2 No

3 I'm not sure

4 Does not apply to my situation

(debt relief auto loans in section Covid)
Auto loans

1 Yes

2 No

3 I'm not sure

4 Does not apply to my situation

(debt relief other loans in section Covid)

Other loans, please specify: Please write a brief description of the other loan(s).Please
select the Yes answer choice to the right if you specified other loan(s) in the text box.

1 Yes

2 No

3 I'm not sure

4 Does not apply to my situation

END OF SUBGROUP

cv008e_other| (specify debt relief other loans in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP

IF cv008a = 1 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(received student loans debt relief in section Covid)
You indicated that you or someone in your household applied for relief on:

Student loans

Have you received this relief?

1 Yes

2 No, my application was rejected

3 No, my application is still being processed
4 I'm not sure
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5 Other (please specify):

i cv009a_other| (other received student loan debt relief in section Covid)
| STRING

END OF GROUP
END OF IF

IF cv008b = 1 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

cv009b| (received mortgage or rent debt relief in section Covid)
You indicated that you or someone in your household applied for relief on:

Mortgage or rent

Have you received this relief?

1 Yes

2 No, my application was rejected

3 No, my application is still being processed
4 I'm not sure

5 Other (please specify):

cv009b_other| (other received mortgage or rent debt relief in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP
END OF IF

IF cv008c =1 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(received credit cards debt relief in section Covid)
You indicated that you or someone in your household applied for relief on:

Credit cards

Have you received this relief?

1 Yes

2 No, my application was rejected

3 No, my application is still being processed
4 I'm not sure

5 Other (please specify):

cv009c_other| (other received credit card debt relief in section Covid)
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| STRING

END OF GROUP
END OF IF

IF cv008d = 1 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

cv009d| (received auto loans debt relief in section Covid)
You indicated that you or someone in your household applied for relief on:

Auto loans

Have you received this relief?

1 Yes

2 No, my application was rejected

3 No, my application is still being processed
4 I'm not sure

5 Other (please specify):

cv009d _other| (other received auto loan debt relief in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP
END OF IF

IF cv008e = 1 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(received other loans debt relief in section Covid)
You indicated that you or someone in your household applied for relief on:

Other loans: (specify debt relief other loans ())

Have you received this relief?

1 Yes

2 No, my application was rejected

3 No, my application is still being processed
4 I'm not sure

5 Other (please specify):

cv009e_other| (other received other loan debt relief in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP
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END OF IF
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(received financial support in section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household received financial support (e.g. cash grants
or direct payments) from any of the following non-government sources since March?
Please check all that apply.

1 Non-profit organizations

2 Banks or credit unions

3 Online or mobile app

4 Friends and family

5 Other, please specify:

6 None of these sources

cv010_other| (other received financial support in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(received financial advice in section Covid)

Have you or anyone in your household received financial advice to help you cope with
the coronavirus outbreak from any of the following sources since March? Please check
all that apply.

1 Government

2 Non-profit organizations

3 Bank or credit union

4 Online or mobile app

5 Friends and family

6 Articles or online resources

7 Other, please specify:

8 None of these sources

(other received financial advice in section Covid)
STRING

END OF GROUP

IF cv011 = RESPONSE AND cv011 != 8 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN
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(Section Covid)

On a scale from 1 - 5 with 1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest, please rank how
helpful you found the financial advice you received from each of the following sources:

IF1INcv011 THEN

(government how useful advice in section Covid)
Government

11 Very helpful
22

33

44

55 Very unhelpful

END OF IF
IF2INcv011 THEN

(non-profit organizationshow useful advice in section Covid)
Non-profit organizations

11 Very helpful

22

33

44

55 Very unhelpful

END OF IF
IF 3 INcv011 THEN

(bank or credit union how useful advice in section Covid)
Bank or credit union

11 Very helpful
22

33

44

55 Very unhelpful

END OF IF

IF 4 INcv011 THEN
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(online or mobile app how useful advice in section Covid)
Online or mobile app

11 Very helpful

22

33

44

55 Very unhelpful

END OF IF
IF5INcv011 THEN

(friends and family how useful advice in section Covid)
Friends and family

11 Very helpful
22

33

44

5 5 Very unhelpful

END OF IF
IF 6 IN cv011 THEN

(articles or online resources how useful advice in section Covid)
Articles or online resources

11 Very helpful

22

33

44

55 Very unhelpful

END OF IF
IF 7 INcv011 THEN

(other how useful advice in section Covid)
Other: (other received financial advice())

11 Very helpful

22

33

44

55 Very unhelpful

36


https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/cv012d
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/cv012e
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/cv012f
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas304/cv012g

| END OF IF
| END OF SUBGROUP

END OF GROUP
END OF IF

ga043_intro| (Section Covid)
These last questions ask about events related to the coronavirus outbreak that may happen
in the future.

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Covid)

For each of the following potential problems that could result from the coronavirus
outbreak, please indicate how worried or not worried you are that you or your household
will experience that issue in the future.

SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS

(I or someone in my household will lose our job or our hours will be cut in
section Covid)

| or someone in my household will lose our job or our hours will be cut

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

qa043b| (My household will struggle to pay our rent, mortgage, or utility bills in
section Covid)

My household will struggle to pay our rent, mortgage, or utility bills

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(My household will struggle to afford basic necessities (like food and
healthcare) in section Covid)

My household will struggle to afford basic necessities (like food and healthcare)

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried
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3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household
5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(Someone in my household will become sick with the coronavirus in
section Covid)

Someone in my household will become sick with the coronavirus

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(health insurance won’t provide enough financial support for healthcare in
section Covid)

My health insurance won’t provide enough financial support for healthcare if | or
someone in my family were to become seriously ill with the coronavirus

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(I will lose my health insurance in section Covid)
| will lose my health insurance

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household
5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(I or someone in my household will struggle to pay student loans in sec-
tion Covid)

| or someone in my household will struggle to pay student loans

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation
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(My household will use up all of our savings in section Covid)
My household will use up all of our savings

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(My automobile will be repossessed in section Covid)
My automobile will be repossessed

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

(My household will be evicted from our home in section Covid)
My household will be evicted from our home

1 Very worried

2 Somewhat worried

3 Not too worried

4 Not at all worried

6 Already happened to me or someone in my household

5 Doesn’t apply to my situation

END OF SUBGROUP
END OF GROUP

(how expect US economy to do over next year in section Covid)

Over the next year, do you expect the US economy as a whole to perform better, worse, or
about the same as it is performing currently?

1 Better

2 About the same

3 Worse

End of section

Start of section

(HOW PLEASANT INTERVIEW in section Closing)
Could you tell us how interesting or uninteresting you found the questions in this interview?
1 Very interesting
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2 Interesting

3 Neither interesting nor uninteresting
4 Uninteresting

5 Very uninteresting

CS_003| (comments in section Closing)

Do you have any other comments on the interview? Please type these in the box below.(If
you have no comments, please click next to complete this survey.)

STRING

End of section

/* Please note that although question CS_003 is listed in the routing, the answers are
not included in the microdata in the event identifiable information is captured. Cleaned
responses are available by request. */
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