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1 INTRODUCTION

This UAS panel survey, titled "UAS 66: Social Security Retirement Terms Experiment fo-
cused on understanding the impact of using alternative labels for Social Security claiming
on (a) intended claiming age (b) knowledge (c) confidence in own understanding and deci-
sions regarding Social Security benefit claiming. Currently, we refer to the earliest possible
time at which respondents can claim retirement benefits as the Early Eligibility Age (EEA),
the time at which individuals become eligible for “unreduced” benefits as Full Retirement
Age (FRA) and the additional benefits gained by not claiming at the FRA as Delayed Re-
tirement Credits (DRCs). Evaluated impact of alternative terms on hypothetical claiming
behavior at the Minimum Benefit , Standard Benefit, and Maximum Benefit claiming ages.
We also propose to evaluate the effect of providing additional background information on
the relative importance of the choice of claiming terms, and the value of adding more terms
to describe the periods between the claiming ages. This survey is no longer in the field.
Respondents were paid $7 to complete the survey.

1.1 Topics

This survey contains questions (among others) on the following topics: Financial Literacy,
Retirement And Pensions. A complete survey topic categorization for the UAS can be found

1.2 Experiments

This survey includes experiment(s) of the following type(s): Auxiliary Randomization, In-
formation Experiments. Please refer to explanatory comments in the Routing section for
detailed information. A complete survey experiment categorization for the UAS can be
found lherel

1.3 Citation

Each publication, press release or other document that cites results from this survey must
include an acknowledgment of UAS as the data source and a disclaimer such as, ‘The
project described in this paper relies on data from survey(s) administered by the Under-
standing America Study, which is maintained by the Center for Economic and Social Re-
search (CESR) at the University of Southern California. The content of this paper is solely
the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of
USC or UAS. For any questions or more information about the UAS, contact Tania Gutsche,
Project and Panel Manager, Center for Economic and Social Research, University of South-
ern California, attgutsche@usc.edu.



https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Surveys+by+topic
https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Surveys+by+experiment
mailto:tgutsche@usc.edu

2 SURVEY RESPONSE AND DATA

2.1 Sample selection and response rate

The sample selection for this survey was:
All active respondents aged 25 to 70 except Spanish speakers.

As such, this survey was made available to 4200 UAS participants. Of those 4200 par-
ticipants, 3458 completed the survey and are counted as respondents. Of those who are
not counted as respondents, 18 started the survey without completing and 724 did not start
the survey. The overall response rate was 82.33%.

Note: We are unable to provide sample weights for a small number of UAS members
(see the Sample and weighting section below for details). If they completed the survey,
these members are included in the data set with a weight of zero, but accounted for in the
computation of total sample size and survey response rate.%.

The detailed survey response rate is as follows:

2.2 Timings

The survey took respondents an average of 10 minutes, and the full distribution of survey
response times is available in the figure below. Times per question are available upon re-
quest.



Distribution of Respondents’ Survey Response Times
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Minutes to Complete Survey

2.3 Sample & Weighting

Weights are included in the data set for this survey. This survey dataset may contain
respondents with a weight of zero. These respondents belong to a small group of UAS
members for whom sample weights cannot be computed due to non-probability recruitment
for special projects. Hence, while they are accounted for in the total number of survey
respondents, they do not contribute to any statistics using sample weights. For more details
on the UAS weighing procedures please refer to the|[UAS Weighting Procedures V1| Please
contact UAS staff with any questions.



https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Weights

3 STANDARD VARIABLES

Each Understanding America Study data contains a series of standard variables, consisting
of individual, household and sample identifiers, language indicator, time stamps and a
rating by the respondent of how much he or she liked the survey. These variables are based
on the questions asked quarterly in the My Household survey after the application of a ja
href="https://uasdata.usc.edu/page/Data+Cleaning+Process” cleaning processij/a;. They
are the following:

o |uasid; the identifier of the respondent. This identifier is assigned to a respondent at
recruitment and stays with the respondent throughout each and every survey he/she
participates in. When analyzing data from multiple surveys, the ‘uasid’ can be used
to merge data sets.

o |uashhid: the household identifier of the respondent. Every member is assigned
a household identifier, stored in the variable jem¢uashhidj/em¢. For the primary
respondent this identifier is his or her’uasid’. All other eligible members of the primary
respondent’s household (everyone who is 18 or older in the household) who become
UAS respondents receive the uasid of the primary respondent as their household
identifier. The uashhid remains constant over time for all respondents. Thus it is
always possible to find the original UAS household of an UAS panel member (even
after they, for example, have moved out to form another household).

o |uashhid_current]: the current household identifier of the respondent. Uniquely identi-
fies the household a UAS panel member belongs to in a given survey INDEPENDENT
of the exact composition of the household in terms of who else in the household are
UAS members. Missing (.n) for respondents who are in a single-UAS member house-
hold. Available on request in data sets prior to September 3, 2025.

o [survhhid: uniquely identifies the household a UAS panel member belongs to in a
given survey DEPENDENT on the exact composition of the household in terms of who
else in the household are UAS members. Is set to missing (.n) if no other household
members are UAS panel members at the time of the survey. Is set to unknown (.u) for
respondents who last participated in the My Household survey prior to January 21,
2015.

o luasmembers| is the number of other household members who are also UAS panel
members at the time of the survey. Since individuals can answer the same survey at
different points in time (which can be relatively far apart is the survey is kept in the field
for a prolonged time), it may be possible that, within the same data set, the primary
respondent of a household has a value of ‘0’, whereas the second UAS household
respondent has a value of ‘1’. Therefore ‘uasmembers’ should be interpreted as the
number of household and UAS panel members at the time the respondent answers
the survey. Note: in the My Household survey ‘uasmembers’ is set to unknown (.u)
for respondents who last participated in the My Household survey prior to January
21, 2015.



https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEztFIyBNEWVkogrXmJuWBdplZKpYlgbbVcMGpuIZ4,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGcyul0sTijAyQulpcMAwQIwM,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCNklgPE5tKCSbhZj_R3TOjn-ExM4-wx4trwE6LB8PYycpljsEKRweJk3KgObat3piDazcErf_Of11FJaV8cUR47URbE9WAUIjXNbjJlpx9OsDcD1k1JpQ,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVCi3uLSoLCMDpLAWXDAxAyOL
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jFsKgCAQRfcyCxCNkBhXM6aEoBFO9hPtvdHo53K4L8IZbxaBg7YIjnHSws3ntKpAXCepi2pcIp9HJjXmFEYNwdrfi59cJ2i01h0XhL7eqYyhkdNGXFxi8bEyuOcFmpkkew,,

o |sampleframe] indicates the sampling frame from which the household of the respon-
dent was recruited. All UAS recruitment is done through address based sampling
(ABS) in which samples are acquired based on postal records. Currently, the variable
‘sampleframe’ takes on four values reflecting four distinct sample frames used by the
UAS over the year (in future data sets the number of sample frames used for recruit-
ment may increase if additional specific populations are targeted in future recruitment
batches):

1. U.S. National Territory: recruited through ABS within the entire U.S.

3.
4.

. Areas high concentration Nat Ame: recruited through ABS in areas with a high

concentration of Native Americans in the zip-code. Within these batches, indi-
viduals who are not Native Americans are not invited to join the UAS.

Los Angeles County: recruited through ABS within Los Angeles County.
California: recruited through ABS within California.

Note: prior to March 6, 2024 this variable was called sampletype and had the following
value labels for the above list in UAS data sets:

1. Nationally Representative Sample: recruited through ABS within the entire U.S.

3.
4.

. Native Americans: recruited through ABS in areas with a high concentration of

Native Americans. Within these batches, individuals who are not Native Ameri-
cans are not invited to join the UAS.

LA County: recruited through ABS within Los Angeles County.
California: recruited through ABS within California.

o [batch| indicates the batch from which the respondent was recruited. Currently, this
variable takes the following values (in future data sets the number of batches may
increase as new recruitment batches are added to the UAS):

[ U S
N = O ©

© N Ok~ OO~

ASDE 2014/01

ASDE 2014/01

ASDE 2014/01

Public records 2015/05
MSG 2015/07

MSG 2016/01

MSG 2016/01

MSG 2016/01

MSG 2016/02

. MSG 2016/03
. MSG 2016/04
. MSG 2016/05


https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i2EKgCAMRu_iAWRGSKzTzLQQNMRVf6K7N43-jMfb-whHvFmOKrQFNTMOIHy6FBft6SB9UY3kUv9Jxhx9z1BZ-7vwOUEDXDANXCdUbb1T7kNjpKJcXFJYa1fPC7-RJNU,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGUyulpMSS5Awl61pcMMTrXCId

13. MSG 2016/08

14. MSG 2017/03

15. MSG 2017/11

16. MSG 2018/02

17. MSG 2018/08

18. MSG 2019/04

19. MSG 2019/05

20. MSG 2019/11

21. MSG 2020/08

22. MSG 2020/10

23. MSG 2021/02

24. MSG 2021/08

25. MSG 2021/08

26. MSG 2022/02

27. MSG 2022/02

28. MSG 2022/08

29. MSG 2022/11

30. MSG 2022/11

31. MSG 2023/01

32. MSG 2023/06

33. MSG 2023/09

34. MSG 2023/10

35. MSG 2025/02

36. MSG 2025/09

Note: prior to March 6, 2024 this variable had the following value labels for the above
list in UAS data sets:

ASDE 2014/01 Nat.Rep.

ASDE 2014/01 Native Am.
ASDE 2014/11 Native Am.

LA County 2015/05 List Sample
MSG 2015/07 Nat.Rep.

MSG 2016/01 Nat.Rep. Batch 2
MSG 2016/01 Nat.Rep. Batch 3
MSG 2016/01 Nat.Rep. Batch 4

© Nk ODO =



9. MSG 2016/02 Nat.Rep. Batch 5
10. MSG 2016/03 Nat.Rep. Batch 6
11. MSG 2016/04 Nat.Rep. Batch 7
12. MSG 2016/05 Nat.Rep. Batch 8
13. MSG 2016/08 LA County Batch 2
14. MSG 2017/03 LA County Batch 3
15. MSG 2017/11 California Batch 1
16. MSG 2018/02 California Batch 2
17. MSG 2018/08 Nat.Rep. Batch 9
18. MSG 2019/04 LA County Batch 4
19. MSG 2019/05 LA County Batch 5
20. MSG 2019/11 Nat. Rep. Batch 10
21. MSG 2020/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 11
22. MSG 2020/10 Nat. Rep. Batch 12
23. MSG 2021/02 Nat. Rep. Batch 13
24. MSG 2021/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 15
25. MSG 2021/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 16
26. MSG 2022/02 Nat. Rep. Batch 17 (priority)
27. MSG 2022/02 Nat. Rep. Batch 17 (regular)
28. MSG 2022/08 Nat. Rep. Batch 18
29. MSG 2022/11 LA County Batch 6
30. MSG 2022/11 Nat. Rep. Batch 20
31. MSG 2023/01 Nat. Rep. Batch 21
32. MSG 2023/06 Nat. Rep. Batch 22
33. MSG 2023-09 Native Am. Batch 3
34. MSG 2023-10 Nat. Rep. Batch 23

o primary_respondent| indicates if the respondent was the first person within the
household (i.e. to become a member or whether s/he was added as a subsequent
member. A household in this regard is broadly defined as anyone living together with
the primary respondent. That is, a household comprises individuals who live together,
e.g. as part of a family relationship (like a spouse/child/parent) or in context of some
other relationship (like a roommate or tenant).

o [hardware| indicates whether the respondent ever received hardware or not. Note:
this variable should not be used to determine whether a respondent received hard-
ware at a given point in time and/or whether s/he used the hardware to participate in
a survey. Rather, it indicates whether hardware was ever provided:

10


https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1S1sKgCAQvMseQDJCYj1MrCkhlIlrQUR3T41-5j2EA95cXFwwXCItDjRj3xV9mNXPwlImcVLyZNbWlRmzt22GoNSfuS-TCLLyiFCvgbb2ksXH5DdK15Qcxz1YFzLo5wVvl1wnYQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1S1sKgCAQvMseQDJcImI7zZhSgkVoj4_o7q1WP_MecMNXEqAVo6M-cV2J3k3wg7LYoA5EDxNKXCezlLwtM6a2_TP3ZppJZ-6Y8nXB7D47IdoTUez9XDDSvVwi2Q,,

1. None
2. Tablet (includes Internet)

o [languagef the language in which the survey was conducted. This variable takes a
value of 1 for English and a value of 2 for Spanish.

o start_date (start_year, start month, start_day, start_hour, start_min, start_sec):
indicates the time at which the respondent started the survey.

o end_date (end_year, end_month, end_day, end_hour, end_min, end_sec): indicates
the time at which the respondent completed the survey.

o |cs_001} indicates how interesting the respondent found the survey.

11


https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEztFIyBNEWVkogrXmJualQbk5iXnop2IJaXDDSmFwizw,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxBTAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGMyul5OJ4sFxcLVww5Noh4w,,

4 BACKGROUND DEMOGRAPHICS

Every UAS survey data set includes demographic variables, which provide background in-
formation about the respondent and their household. Demographic information such as
age, ethnicity, education, marital status, work status, state of residence, family structure
is elicited every quarter through the “My Household” survey. The demographic variables
provided with each survey are taken from the most recent ‘MyHousehold’ survey answered
by the respondent. If at the time of a survey, the information in “My Household” is more
than three months old, a respondent is required to check and update his or her information
before being able to take the survey.

The following variables are available in survey data sets after October 8, 2025:

o [sex| indicates the sex of the respondent as assigned at birth. Is set to gender if the
respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o |genderid; indicates the current gender of the respondent. Is set to missing (”.v") if
the respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025. Available in
data sets after October 8, 2025.

o |dateofbirth_year]: indicates the year of birth of the respondent.

o [age} indicates the age of the respondent at the start of the survey.

o [agerange: if the respondent’s age cannot be calculate due to missing information,
‘agerange’ indicates the approximate age. Should a value for both the ‘age’ and
‘agerange’ be present, then ‘age’ takes precedence over ‘agerange’.

o [citizenus| indicates whether the respondent is a U.S. citizen.
o [bornus} indicates whether the respondent was born in the U.S.

o |stateborni indicates the state in which the respondent was born. Is set to missing (.)
if the respondent was not born in the U.S.

o [countryborni: indicates the country in which the respondent was born. Is set to
missing (.) if the respondent was born in the U.S.

o indicates the state in which the respondent is living.

o [immigration_status|: indicates whether the respondent is an immigrant. It takes one
of the following values: 0 Non-immigrant, 1 First generation immigrant (immigrant who
migrated to the U.S), 2 Second generation immigrant (U.S.-born children of at least
one foreign-born parent), 3 Third generation immigrant (U.S.-born children of at least
one U.S.-born parent, where at least one grandparent is foreign-born), or 4 Unknown
immigrant status.

o |maritalstatus| indicates the marital status of the respondent.

12


https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGY5CiCiXrWlwwgOQhaQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVCg3PTUvJbUIpLAWXDAvUiNg
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyCxCNkBgXE2NaCfZALYho76nRz-XcF2GLd8wCO00WVMSGZz60dwMzlIidFBxpX7s8i9GZOkOQ8s_sl2UUnPOCHUJ5r7TUo5DV223ULqS5vywFUM8Lf6gm6Q,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGYyslsPG1XDCANiFG
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVCgXaHxRYh7IjlpcMC8JI1g,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCLkFpPs6XEgkm02kfR3VOjn-ExM49wwFtKwE6rByvY68J5DrwoR4nUSQfTHNpWblwi7NoNwZi_819XsNNaVxwRqh1pa-KEsHDiy8csYJ8XVNgj_Q,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGMyulpPyivNJiJetaXDDo61witQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5AtQmo9zVoSglmo9RPdvdXoZ3jMvGEa6M4ScPDqwGTqUfi0wc9q4cLq4uTZhraJlrNfmkag9d-5rxPsELHiSFDfkbd2nEQqXFyc3VME87xU3CPx
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i20KgCAQRO-yBxCNkFhPs2qEYBp-BBHdPTX6Mzxm5hHOeOcWcNC2gso48cZVe2eYpULspORI-7G1W87OjhuClH-3fl1DwTnvuCB0O9A-RCEQTKyhpEvHFEA9L8EvJQ0,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i2EKgCAMRu_iAWRGSKzTzBwhWISz_kR3bxr9GY-37xGOeIsec9DKZhYcQPkMOS02UiV7UUkUcv_pTCTFPkPj_e_4c4oOXDAaTmhavdPWQ-d0ValyYe1VPS_AVSTl
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA0grXCISDyPjBwnYKqa6Ee9urLgZ3vzAFV9qQhvmiVrl0hkf_VwiQzFcIqE4sQv6JXc2U5Uxz5jq-s-mLzP0zrkXG6b3HRHy0ZuXEGTekWSNnSakQ6m9H9HJXCfy
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jF0KgCAQhO-yBwitkNhOM6WEoBGt9RLdvc3oZfiYP3DPl6jQhiXQKNwa5WNKcW48CpoTe8SUaqY1kehrjcm53wufp2iNMS8OTO96Ra5D2zFlPSpIUlAOofF-XDAMcyXY

o [livewithpartner; indicates whether the respondent lives with a partner.
o leducationi indicates the highest level of education attained by the respondent.
o |white]: indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as white (Cau-

casian).

o [black} indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as black (African-

American).

o indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as Native

American (American Indian or Alaska Native).

o [asian} indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as Asian (Asian-

American).

o |pacific} indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as Native Hawaiian

or Other Pacific Islander.

o [race! indicates the race of the respondent as singular (e.g., ‘1 White’ or 2 Black’)

or as mixed (in case the respondent identifies with two or more races). The value
‘6 Mixed’ that the respondent answered ‘Yes’ to at least two of the single race cate-
gories. This variable is generated based on the values of the different race variables
(white, black, nativeamer, asian, pacific). This composite measure is not conditional
on hisplatino, so an individual may identify as Hispanic or Latino, and also as a mem-
ber of one or more racial groups.

o [race! indicates the race the respondent identifies with most (if mixed). Is set to

missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o |hisplatino} indicates whether the respondent identifies him or herself as being His-

panic or Latino. This variable is asked separately from race.

o |mena indicates whether the respondent identifies as being of Middle Eastern or

North African ancestry. Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My
Household after October 8, 2025.

o [working} indicates whether the respondent is working for pay.
o [sicklleave: indicates whether the respondent is not working because sick or on leave.

o lunemp_layoff: indicates whether the respondent is unemployed or on lay off.
o lunemp_look! indicates whether the respondent is unemployed and looking for a job.
o indicates whether the respondent is retired.

e}

disabled: indicates whether the respondent has a disability.

o |[workemployer| indicates whether the respondent works for an employer. Is set to

missing (".e”) if no answer for laborstatus was given by the respondent. Is set to
missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCNkthOs6bUgkmo2Ud098zoZ3jMzCPs8Uo1YKfFwZSwk5UP43kWljKJQpHJ-LbVW0ps2w1B679zX1dRSSlfHBFeO9DWRDUgeC7u5LzuFHNwEab7AVrwJrQ,livewithpartner
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i10KgCAQhO-yB5AtQmo9zfpDCGaR2kt099ToZfiYmY9pojvVgINXByrRiJWLDt4Iy5nFxadnHfpWbyl5228EUv6d-7qKA1wiNpwJmh156-JC4GwxnP0eQT0vU94j2w,,education
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGUyul8ozMEiC7FlwwxctcIjw,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGUyulpJzE5Gwl61pcMMTSXCIY
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jFEKgCAQRO-yB5A1QmI9zZoSgkmo-RPdvc3oZ3m8mVmmma4qBw7eAthKEwqfLsVVeW6sOpfILo1MarVGP2oExvwufE5QI-KLC8G7zryPoZanmVvsQUQBez-aXiRz
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCLklhPM6aEYBJt9RPdPTX6GR4z88AD31KCNiyBrHCvC58uxVl5HFAX9giX2lZuXCLRtxuTMX8Xvq5gp7WuODFVO2Nt4sgEichknxfFLVwiXCc,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGc5D5yZlpmclK1rVcMAtVXCLs
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXJjGosRkILMWXDCiiSG1
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i2EKQEAQhe8yB9AsksZhNGuXppAMSnJ3Y-XP6-u99zGVdKkFLDxEaJRyNN79KF0WeOPs4FXYj2mzm6qEdCOoqr-LX2foEPHFmuC1Z56S6AqClbvYSojzJv0Jzf1cMAorJaA,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGc6CigsS8zOIMJetaXDAMZSMTspanish
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXJjG3NS8RCXrWlwwoqUhuw,,mena
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGcyul8vyi7My8dCXrWlwwDNojHg,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLjGzORsJetaXDCi2CHE
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGQ6Dy0rzU3IL4nMTK_LQ0JetaXDDl1SVO
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGQ6ChpXmpuQXxOfn52UrWtVwwmuEkgA,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGcyulotSSzKJUoLpaXDAMTSMM
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVBg3sxhkDFBhLVwwLyEjVg,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i20KgCAQRO-yBxCLiFhPs5aEpCnaBxHdvdXoz_CYeUPY4Z05INJsQGVsJfOunR3FRBuJg5Il7erGWs52qhpC3_-d-TrGRkpZcEAo75V8PTasnyEtxkcXLpNAPS_nQiV5

o |workself: indicates whether the respondent is self-employed. Is set to missing (”.e”)
if no answer for laborstatus was given by the respondent. Is set to missing (".v”) if the
respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o [homemaker; indicates whether the respondent is a homemaker. Is set to missing
(".e”) if no answer for laborstatus was given by the respondent. Is set to missing (”.v”)
if the respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o |student; indicates whether the respondent is a student. Is set to missing (".e”) if
no answer for laborstatus was given by the respondent. Is set to missing (".v”) if the
respondent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o |notworking! indicates whether the respondent is not working and not looking for
work. Is set to missing (”.€”) if no answer for laborstatus was given by the respondent.
Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My Household after October
8, 2025.

o [[f-other: indicates whether the respondent has another labor force status.

o [laborstatus; indicates the labor force status of the respondent as singular (e.g., ‘1
Working for pay’ or ‘2 On sick or other leave’) or as mixed (in case the respondent
selects two or more labor statuses). The value ‘8 Mixed’ indicates that the respondent
answered ‘Yes’ to at least two of the single labor force status variables. This variable
is generated based on the values of the different labor status variables (working,
sick_leave, unempl_layoff, unempl_look, retired, disabled, If_other).

o [hourswork( indicates the number of hours the respondent works per week. Is set
to missing (.) if the respondent is not currently working or currently on sick or other
leave.

o [hhincome} indicates the total combined income of all members of the respondent’s
household (living in their household) during the past 12 months.

o [anyhhmember: indicates whether there were any members in the respondent’s

household at the time he/she answered the survey as reported by the respondent.
Based on the hhmemberin variables if the respondent has not filled out My House-
hold after October 8, 2025. Based on hhcomp_total if the respondent has filled out
My Household after October 8, 2025.

o lhhmembernumber;: indicates the number of household members in the respon-
dent’s household at the time of the survey as reported by the respondent. It may
be that ‘anyhhmember’ is ‘Yes’, but ‘hhmembernumber’ is missing if the respondent
did not provide the number of household members at the time of the survey. Based on
the hhmemberin variables if the respondent has not filled out My Household after Oc-
tober 8, 2025. Based on hhcomp_total if the respondent has filled out My Household
after October 8, 2025.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVCi3PL8ouzg1XCdNyboWXDAw7SOL
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5AtQmo9zZpSklZo9RPdPTX6GR4z85g6ulMO2HmyoBK1mPnU3o3C8MHi4uhY-7rlW0rO1BuBlH9nvy5jg4gFe4JirxyqOBDMW7CBFxtBPS9UAiPY
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGc6CiktKU1LwSJetaXDAM4iMk
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGQ6Chefkl5flF2Zl56UrWtVwwm-okmQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVCg3XCctPr8kI7VIyboWXDAvtSNx
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAURPdyFyAaEXFdzVgRgj3waj_R3lOjn-EwMwfc8y0l6MS6kBXudOHsgp_UjAR1IXq40LZyE_FzuzENw98tX1fQaK0rjkzV3rE10RimXDB3RElIWcg-L8AlJPw,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGSyuljPzSouLy_KJsJetaXDBVziQT
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMTcVCg3IyMzLzkfxK0FXDAvliNp
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCNiFhPs-aSgkpoBRHdPTX6GR4z8whHvEsN2Ghl0AUHWfkwwS_C0k7ipOzJhL7VWyne9hvCNP0df11FJaVsOCM0O1HsolIIlC7nXCJHwxn08wK_fSTY
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCNkFhPs6aUoBKa_UR3bzX6GR7zZghnvCsHHLR5MBVcJ8ncbAyrcHSSuKgEsnE4ntUa3JghaP13_usYlZSy44LQ35nSOCpW-558sr7k1hPM8wIxwCYc

° |

hhcomp_male_0_3| indicates the number of male children ages 0 through 4 who

are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o

hhcomp_female_0_3]: indicates the number of female children ages 0 through 4 who

are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the

respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp _other_0_3; indicates the number of other-gendered children ages 0 through

4 who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with
the respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has
not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.i/li;,

° |

hhcomp_male 4_12; indicates the number of male children ages 5 through 12 who

are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o |

hhcomp_female_4_12; indicates the number of female children ages 5 through 12

who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_other_4_12; indicates the number of other-gendered children ages 5 through

12 who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with
the respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has
not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_male_13_17; indicates the number of male children ages 13 through 17

who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_female_13_17; indicates the number of female children ages 13 through 17

who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_other_13_17; indicates the number of other-gendered children ages 13

through 17 who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only
live with the respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respon-
dent has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_male_18_64: indicates the number of male adults ages 18 through 64 who

are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5AtLGI9jGwpJWhJVj_R3VOjn-ExM49J0p1yQOTZgkrUYuZz9G4Shg8WF- -OR1-3fEvJmXoj6Pu_s1-XsUHEggNBsVcOVWw6gmWZthB1YG81agnqeQFVTyXr
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EOQDAQRO-yB5CtCLIO06y2aNJcIoofcXer4mfyMjOPqaIrScDKo4MuUYnCRx-8KSzvXFycvHnuQ97klpK3-UZQ13_nvk5QIeKLLcFrzxyzqBqCaTJLXFz14FwiB6dRV9DdD6QHJrg,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yB5A1RGI7jGwmKVhGVj_R3VOjn-ExM49J0Z1LwMazgyFTh4XPMQYrJj5YXFy8Bx5j28ot5zC1G4HWf-e-rqBExIo9QbVXXpooNYH3Ni2bSYd3u0GjYHhefaUmbw,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCVktgOI1tKCVqR1U9091ajn-ExM4-wwTtzwEaThz6jlsznEMMoHB0kLtoDDbFufMs5uHpDMObv_NcxKillwQ6h2AulKiqDMM_jmjabKHrbWqWhf157UiYg
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyCwiVipgWI5NZCVqS1U-090ajn8u5L8Ia78QCkWYLfUIlmM_BO1ONdFB10e5o8KXjWUpuLDOEtv0z-2WMUgiRsUPI75VCOUr2y2K2EPVkA3mrGy0V9M8Lytkm7Q,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAURPdyFxAqvbgtRm4mKWhKVj_R3lOjn-EwM4ewxTvlgEirhimhYJnP2VnVLHRQc9FuaXZ1y7eU7FJvCH3_d_rrMnLGWMERodgb-SryAcEYFXyU4TB6l53kAqbnBaQtJqQ,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCtqFgPI1tKClqS1U9099ToZ3jMzCPs8E45INJiQCZseOZz8m5mmg5iF-2OJl-3fEvJ6XpD6Pu_M1-XUXDOC44IxV4pVFEMCNbOW4gqkDdKtEoMIJ8XoUYmVQ,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBwitsNoOI5taCVqR1U9099ToZ3jMzCOs8Q4xYKPJQB-wZJHPwVlVaDqouGi3NLi8xVsIVucbghB_Z74uXCJnjCVsEZK9kM9cIu8Q5lmtfpOj8eSM5JXkDfTPC_GcXCdcIg,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyCwitsJgWI-ODFHqR1k-09yajn8u5L8IWr8QCG40ehoS1YD7MFG3lKFN10h7JTKXjWUrRlRmCUn_mv4xRCiFe7BHe90JzOUr2Idh13vSag9-1bLTsYLgfyqYm2Q,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxANsdgOI2tKCVqS1U9099ToZ3jMzCOUeOcSkGh2MGbseOHTBD8xSwexi3ZPJrSt3HL2tt0QlPo793UFBee84oBQ7ZViE0WPsCzTFpOOFJwWg1YSxucFoXYmXFw,

° |

hhcomp_female_18_64; indicates the number of female adults ages 18 through 64

who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o

hhcomp_other_18_64; indicates the number of other-gendered adults ages 18 through

64 who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with

the respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has
not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_male _65plus;; indicates the number of male adults ages 65 or older who

are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp_female_65plus;: indicates the number of female adults ages 65 or older

who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the
respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not
filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

o |

hhcomp_other_65plus; indicates the number of other-gendered adults ages 65 or

older who are living in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live
with the respondent part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (".v”) if the respondent
has not filled out My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp _total_18_64: indicates the total number of adults 18 through 64 who are liv-

ing in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the respondent
part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (".v”) if the respondent has not filled out
My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp _total _65plus; indicates the total number of adults 65 or older who are living

in the respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the respondent
part-time or temporarily). Is set to missing (".v”) if the respondent has not filled out
My Household after October 8, 2025.

° |

hhcomp _total _adults: indicates the total number of adults who are living in the re-

spondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the respondent part-time or
temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My Household
after October 8, 2025.

o lhhcomp_total_children; indicates the total number of children who are living in the

respondent’s household right now (even if they only live with the respondent part-
time or temporarily). Is set to missing (".v”) if the respondent has not filled out My
Household after October 8, 2025.

lhhcomp_total|: indicates the total number of people who are living in the respon-

dent’s household right now (even if they only live with the respondent part-time or
temporarily). Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My Household
after October 8, 2025.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCNENsOI1taCVqS1U9099ToZ3jMzCNs8U45INJsoU_Y8Mzn4N3IDB3ELtodDb5u-ZaSM_WGIOXf2a_LKDjnBRVCsVcKVRQdwrKMW4h6soG81UJp2UL_vPHMXCcp
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyCxCNkBgXI1NJCpqS1U-09yajn8u5L8Ier8oChRYHpmJcJ5mPMYZJzLSTOGkLNMbW8azWMLcZgtZ_5r6MUUkpXxwQ3vdKqR0Ve- -nnIrNu3ebVYPVPZj7AcrWJuA,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyCxCLkhgXE1NKCVrSVD_R3puMfi7nvggbvFgEMk0eLGOthY8hhlE52kmdtAUaYulkxhxcXJkhGPNn_ssEK631ix3C-14olWMlfp7HNeU-UfS9aXM8GOz9XDDL8VwnWg,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo9jFsKgCAQRfcyCwiLkpgWE6NZCVrSZD_R3jOjfi6H-1wirPHkJBBoMtAxVlwicVTO6mKgnYqDNkvK5SzVmO2QawhSfp55vYSlEOLBFuFZL-T_03nWqw_9aDw508smuMjQXTccPCge
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBwiNktoOE5tKCpbSVj_R3TOjn-ExM4-wwYtzQKLZwsBYi8zHFLyuDO1UnbR5mkLZ8o3Zm3JDUOrv7NdllEKIFzuE115pKaLsEZzTcUlj3J3dRtWmcDAM9wP11lwn3g,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1sKgCAQRfcyCxANkRgXI2NFCZaS1k-09yajn8u5L0KNV2GBTPMEtmBcJ5kPH8MgRqokTtoD-dg6npUSxjZDMObPpi9jVFLKF3uE973R2o6K_bIMac2upkrRqd4ZDfZ-XDDLAybi
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBwiNktoOI5tKCVbSWj_R3TOjn-ExM4-wwYtzQKTJwcBYi8zHGLypLCWqTto9jaFs-cbsbbkhKPV37usySiHEix3Ca6-0FFH2CPNstiXqtCUKWrUxHAzD_Vww9gVcJ-A,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EOQDAQRO-yB5ASEbaHkaENTVrElh9xd1XxM3mZmQeu-ZIUtGGypIUrlfgYvBsLg4jixO4w-Lylm4gz-cbUNH9nvy5hqZR6sWV67QUhi2XHNM_jGrY-rhG-hzl8FNL3A_keKD4,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jFsKgCAQRfcyCxCNiJgWI5NKCqai1k-09yzp53K4L8IRr9IEEm0GloIDb3ys3immqRI7KTta_Ze1WilOfzWEafo9072GgnP-4ozwrgPt_VQgWKvinmSNlbxU1nmdTYDlflwwSkYo8w,,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0EKgDAMBP-SB0gUKRIfI9EWLVQrpnoR_25a8bIMu7NMLd2iATvPDnqhBpXPMfipspy4uvjwPIayqSbibdEIjPk793WKNVwiZuwI8nvjtRxr1Zdlius-pJg4QP-85T8lSw,,

o |parent_guardian_a; indicates whether the respondent is the parent or guardian of
one or more children ages 0 to 4. Is set to missing (”.a") if hhcomp_total_children
is not greater than 0. Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My
Household after October 8, 2025.

o |parent_guardian_b| indicates whether the respondent is the parent or guardian of
one or more children ages 5 to 12. Is set to missing (”.a") if hhcomp_total_children
is not greater than 0. Is set to missing (".v") if the respondent has not filled out My
Household after October 8, 2025.

o |parent_guardian_c; indicates whether the respondent is the parent or guardian of
one or more children ages 13 to 17. Is set to missing (”.a”) if hhcomp_total_children
is not greater than 0. Is set to missing (”.v”) if the respondent has not filled out My
Household after October 8, 2025.

The following variables were provided up until October 8, 2025. Several remain available
in data sets after October 8, 2025 on request.

o [gender: indicates the gender of the respondent. Available in data sets before October
9, 2025.

o |countryborn_other; indicates the country of birth if that country is not on the drop
down list of countries shown to the respondent’.

o |hisplatinogroup| indicates which Hispanic or Latino group a respondent identifies
him or herself with. Is set to missing (.) if the respondent does not identify him or
herself as being Hispanic or Latino. Available in data sets after October 8, 2025 on
request.

o lemploymenttype} indicates the employment type of the respondent (employed by
the government, by a private company, a nonprofit organization, or self-employed).
Is set to missing (.) if the respondent is not currently working or currently on sick or
other leave. Available in data sets before October 9, 2025.

o |workfullpart; indicates whether the respondent works full or part-time. Is set to
missing (.) if the respondent is not currently working or currently on sick or other

leave. Available in data sets before October 9, 2025.

o [hhmemberin_#: indicates whether a household member is currently in the house-

hold as reported by the respondent. Household members are never removed from
the stored household roster and their information is always included in survey data
sets. The order of the roster is the same order in which household members were
specified by the respondent in the ‘MyHousehold’ survey. The order is identified by
the suffix # (e.g., 1 indicates the first household member, _2 the second household
member, etc.).

As an example, if the first household member is in the household at the time of the
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jVsKgCAURPdyFyAaUXFbjEwpIZSEj36ivadGP8NhHgy45zsWoRObpTlyXCcL52V3qzBIEBeCw7K3rNRidKbVmIbh9-znFVRSyooTU117HG2oxnoQrE96ywjGweuV5ucFp9tcJ0Q,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNpLtDKxqi4GEkoFiempStbFVkYGQHZpUk5msl5KYkmiXlliUWZiUg5YDqisuDgzBazMSsnMDCaWChEDMg0NDAxATAsrJZDuvMRcXLBGMyul9NS8lNRcIiXrWlww6BxcIpE,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i20KgCAQRO-yBwiLsNgOE-sHJZiGWhDR3VOjP8NjZh5hj3fMATstGqaIHct8CGtkoyhRc1IwJGzd8i1Go-oNgfO_01-XsWWMFRwRiu1oq2I7IEh_uBQu4YObfVp1gOl5AasmXCeU
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA0gqXCKSniZ-qIFai1E34t2NFTfDY-YNU0OXWkDmMIFXqtH46KMM1cg7V1wnb8J9LJtpqjIWjaBt_276OkOHiC92BO878VKOznTNnETnsK1HBn8_5nQlbA,,spanishgroup
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO_iAWSNiNhOs6aEoCZpgUR3bzX6GR5vZghHvDOHSLRZsWQcgPnU3q3SUCF50eFI-97xLGdn-gzFNP3Ofo5RAUDDGUV7Rwr9qLiyIfm9BhtLqYnt8wI0JiZX
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i0sKgDAMRO-SA5QqXCIST5P6oxi1NH4W4t1NK26Gx8wbwgpv0YBA01wwrWBplQ_HvjM97WROip4c5001Ed9nDaGu_274OsXCWpuwQUjvlZZ8LFS_tjiPB3OguEP7vOc5JXY,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCNkFgPE2tJCiqh1U9091ajn-Ex84ZwxLtywE6bA1NxkMynjWERKx0kLiqBbOwba7WGtWsIWv-d-zpGJaVsOCG0d6bUj4p175NL1pWQZwXmeQHjnyT4

survey, ‘hhmemberin_1’ is set to ‘1 HH Member 1 is in the HH’; if he/she has moved
out, ‘hhmemberin_1’ is set to ‘0 HH member 1 is no longer in the HH’. Since infor-
mation of other household members (stored in the variables listed below) is always
included in survey data sets, information about ‘hhmemberin_1’ is available whether
this person is still in the household or has moved out. Available in data sets before
October 9, 2025. Available in data sets after October 8, 2025 on request.

o [hhmembergen_#: indicates the gender of the household member as reported by the
respondent. Available in data sets before October 9, 2025. Available in data sets
after October 8, 2025 on request.

o [hhmemberage_#: indicates the age of the household member. The age is derived
from the month and year of birth of the household member as reported by the re-
spondent. Available in data sets before October 9, 2025. Available in data sets after
October 8, 2025 on request.

o [hhmemberrel #: indicates the relationship of the respondent to the household mem-
ber as reported by the respondent. Available in data sets before October 9, 2025.
Available in data sets after October 8, 2025 on request.

o [hhmemberuasid #: indicates the ‘uasid’ of the household member if this person is
also a UAS panel member. It is set to missing (.) if this person is not a UAS panel
member at the time of the survey. Since this identifier is directly reported by the re-
spondent (chosen from a preloaded list), it may differ from the actual (correct) ‘uasid’
of the UAS member it refers to because of reporting error. Also, this variable should
not be used to identify UAS members in a given household at the time of the sur-
vey. This is because the variables ‘hhmemberuasid_# are taken from the most recent
‘My Household’ and changes in household composition involving UAS members may
have occurred between the time of the respondent answered ‘My Household’ and the
time the respondent answers the survey. To follow UAS members of a given house-
hold, it is advised to use the identifiers ‘uashhid’ and ‘survhhid’. Available in data sets
before October 9, 2025. Available in data sets after October 8, 2025 on request.

In addition, data sets created after May 8, 2025 include an urbanicity variable. It is based on
panel members’ current census tract of residence and the 2010 Rural-Urban Commuting
Area (RUCA) codes released by the US Department of Agriculture’s Economic Research
Service. To preserve confidentiality, the UAS collapses the 10 primary RUCA codes to 4
levels: Metropolitan, Micropolitan, Small/Rural, and Unknown. The Metropolitan level cor-
responds to primary RUCA codes 1-3, the Micropolitian level corresponds to RUCA codes
4-6, and the Small/Rural UAS classification corresponds to RUCA codes 7-10.

For detailed information and definitions of the 10 primary RUCA codes, please visit the
|USDA ERS Rural-Urban Commuting Area Codes|site. Surveys conducted completely prior
to May 8, 2025 will have an urbanicity data set available on request.
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https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1i1EKgCAQRO-yBxCtkFgPE2stKWiEVj_R3VOjn-ExM49wwDuXgJ1WBpOxk4VPG_wsFjpIXFyUPNnQtnLL2S_thqD13_HXFVRSyoojQrU3ik1UPYJzkaPllDhMCszzAgngJWU,
https://uasdata.usc.edu/index.php?r=eNo1jFsKgCAQRfcyCxCNkhgXE2NJChqh2U-09yajn8vhvgh7vAoL7LQ6MAU7yVxcbQyzWOggcVIOZGPLuFZKWFoNQevfc5_HqKSUL44I73qj1IZqQPA-uWRdrsQXkwJzP1dpJjo,
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-commuting-area-codes/documentation

5 MISSING DATA CONVENTIONS

Data files provide so-called clean data, that is, answers given to questions that are not ap-
plicable anymore at survey completion (for example because a respondent went back in the
survey and skipped over a previously answered question) are treated as if the questions
were never asked. In the data files all questions that were asked, but not answered by the
respondent are marked with (.e). All questions never seen by the respondent (or any dirty
data) are marked with (.a). The latter may mean that a respondent did not view the question
because s/he skipped over it; or alternatively that s/he never reached that question due to
a break off. If a respondent did not complete a survey, the variables representing survey
end date and time are marked with (.c). Household member variables are marked with (.m)
if the respondent has less household members (e.g. if the number of household members
is 2, any variables for household member 3 and up are marked with (.m).

UAS provides data in STATA and CSV format. Stata data sets come with include vari-
able labels that are not available in the CSV files. Value labels are provided for single-
response answer option. In STATA these labels will include the labels ‘Not asked’ and ‘Not
answered’ for (.a) and (.e), and will show in tabulations such as ‘tab q1, missing’. For
multiple-response questions a binary variable is created for each answer option indicating
whether the option was selected or not. A summary variable is also provided in string for-
mat reflecting which options were selected and in which order. For example, if a question
asked about favorite animals with options cat, dog, and horse, then if a respondent selected
horse and then cat, the binary variables for horse and cat will be set to yes, while the overall
variable would have a string value of ‘3-1’. If no answer was given, all binary variables and
the summary variable will be marked with ‘.e’.

Questions that are asked multiple times are often implemented as so-called array ques-
tions. Supposing the name of such question was Q1 and it was asked in 6 different in-
stances, your data set would contain the variables Q1_1_to Q1_6_. To illustrate, if a survey
asked the names of all children, then child_1_ would contain the name of the first child the
respondent named and so on.

More information about the UAS data in general can be found on the |UAS Data Pages
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6 ROUTING SYNTAX

The survey with routing presented in the next section includes all of the questions that
make up this survey, the question answers when choices were provided, and the question
routing. The routing includes descriptions of when questions are grouped, conditional logic
that determines when questions are presented to the respondent, randomization of ques-
tions and answers, and fills of answers from one question to another.

If you are unfamiliar with conditional logic statements, they are typically formatted so that
if the respondent fulfills some condition (e.g. they have a cellphone or a checking ac-
count), then they are presented with some other question or the value of some variable
is changed. If the respondent does not fulfill the condition (e.g. they are not a cellphone
adopter or they do not have a checking account), something else happens such as skip-
ping the next question or changing the variable to some other value. Some of the logic
involved in the randomization of questions or answers being presented to the respondent is
quite complex, and in these instances there is documentation to clarify the process being
represented by the routing.

Because logic syntax standards vary, here is a brief introduction to our syntax standards.
The syntax used in the conditional statements is as follows: ‘=" is equal to, ‘<’ is less than,
‘>’ is greater than, and ‘=" is used for does not equal. When a variable is set to some
number N, the statement looks like ‘variable := N’.

The formatting of the questions and routing are designed to make it easier to interpret
what is occurring at any given point in the survey. Question ID is the bold text at the top of
a question block, followed by the question text and the answer selections. When a question
or variable has associated data, the name links to the appropriate data page, so you can
easily get directly to the data. Text color is used to indicate the routing: red is conditional
logic, is question grouping, green is looping, and orange is used to document random-
ization and other complex conditional logic processes. The routing is written for a computer
to parse rather than a human to read, so when the routing diverges significantly from what
is displayed to the respondent, a screenshot of what the respondent saw is included.

The name of the randomization variables are defined in proximity to where they are put

into play, and like the question ID the names of the randomization variables can be used to
link directly to the associated data page.
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7 SURVEY WITH ROUTING

(intro in section Demographics)
We are interested in understanding how and when people would like to start receiving their

Social Security retirement benefits. In this survey, we sometimes ask questions that are
difficult to answer exactly. Please take time to consider the questions and give us your best
estimate even if you do not know the exact answer. Having your best estimate will be very
helpful to us. Thank you very much for your participation!

Start of section|Randomization

IF randomizer_treatment = EMPTY THEN
| randomizer_treatment := mt_rand(1,4)

END OF IF

IF randomizer_periodterms = EMPTY THEN
| randomizer_periodterms := mt_rand(1,2)
END OF IF

/* In Section 2 respondents are presented with retirement information. The exact informa-
tion that they are displayed with is dependent on three randomizers: randomizer_treatment,
[randomizer_information| and randomizer_periodterms| The values for these randomiz-
ers determine the information shown (and its display) as well as the contextual information
provided in Section 5 for the vignette questions. Screen shots of all the different combina-
tions are provided in Appendix A. Note that the retirement benefit amounts that are shown
in the graphs of some of the combinations are dependent on the current age and income
of the respondent. That is, they are set dynamically. An overview of the benefit amounts
is provided in Appendix B. The standard retirement benefit age for respondents in the pre-
sented information (if present) is dependent on the current age. If the respondent is born
before 1959 it is equal to 66, otherwise it is equal to 67. The vignette questions in Section
5 follow the same pattern if explicitly identifying the standard benefit age. */

IF randomizer_information = EMPTY THEN
| randomizer_information := mt_rand(1,2)

END OF IF

/* In Section 3 respondents are asked about their planned retirement age. The manner
in which this is done depends on the value of[q31_randomizer| A value equal to 1 signifies
respondents were asked to enter an age, otherwise they were asked to select one of the
offered options (62,63,64,65,66,67,68,69 or 70). */

IF g31_randomizer = EMPTY THEN
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temp := mt_rand(1,3)

IF temp = 3 THEN
| g31_randomizer := 2
ELSE
| g31_randomizer := 1
END OF IF

END OF IF

/* In Section 6 respondents are asked which of two terms they prefer in The order
of the two terms is randomized per the value of[q61_randomizer} 1 signifies Early Eligibil-
ity Age, then Minimum-Benefit Age, 2 signifies Minimum Benefit Age, then Early Eligibility
Age. */

IF randomizer_g61 = EMPTY THEN
randomizer_g61 := mt_rand(1,2)

/* In Section 6 respondents are asked which of two terms they prefer in The
order of the two terms is randomized per the value of [q63_-randomizer{ 1 signifies Full
Retirement Age, then Standard-Benefit Age, 2 signifies Standard-Benefit Age, then Full
Retirement Age. */

END OF IF

IF randomizer_q63 = EMPTY THEN
| randomizer_g63 := mt_rand(1,2)
END OF IF

IF randomizer 961 =1 THEN
randomizer_g61_order(1) := 1
randomizer_g61_order(2) := 2

ELSE
randomizer_g61_order(1) :
randomizer_g61_order(2) :=

END OF IF

2
1

IF randomizer 963 = 1 THEN

randomizer_g63_order(1) := 1
randomizer_g63_order(2) = 2

ELSE
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randomizer_g63_order(1) :
randomizer_g63_order(2) :

END OF IF

2
1

pilot := 1

End of section|Randomization
Start of section

IF dateofbirth_year = EMPTY THEN

|dateofbirth_year (R DATE OF BIRTH YEAR in section Demographics)
What is your year of birth?
RANGE 1911..2000

END OF IF

current_age := calcAge(dateofbirth_year, dateofbirth_month, dateofbirth_day)

End of section
Start of section

lg11] (social security status in section Section1)

In this survey, the term "Social Security benefits” includes any benefits that you yourself re-
ceive or will receive from the Social Security program in retirement, including retired worker,
disability, spouse, or survivor benefits. Which of the following statements best describes
you?

1 | am currently receiving Social Security benefits.

2 | don’t receive Social Security benefits now, but | will be eligible to receive them in the
future.

3 | will never be eligible under current law to receive Social Security benefits, because |
have not worked in a job where | paid Social Security taxes.

4 1 don’'t know if | will be eligible to receive Social Security retirement benefits.

IFq11 =1 THEN
(Section Section1)

The questions in our survey are meant for people who are not yet receiving Social
Security benefits. So we have no further questions for you. Of course we will still pay
you the promised $7 for this survey. Thank you for your interest! Please just click "Next”
to return to your panel page.

Exit the survey
ELSEIF g11 =3 ORqg11 =4 THEN
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(Section Section1)

Although you currently do not expect to be eligible to receive Social Security benefits,
please assume in the following questions that you are. Please imagine that you would
get a Social Security benefit of $1500 per month if you start receiving Social Security
benefits at age 62.

ELSE
(any earnings in last year in section Section1)
Did you have any earnings in the last year? Earnings include any income you earned
from employment or self-employment.
1 Yes
2 No

IFg12 = YES THEN

(total earnings last year in section Section1)

What were your total earnings last year? Please provide an approximation if you don’t
know the exact amount.

NUMBER (NO DECIMALS ALLOWED)

current_income :=q13

ELSE
(total earnings last year worked in section Section1)
Please enter your earnings for the last year in which you worked. Please provide an
approximation if you don’t know the exact amount. Enter 0 if you have never worked.
NUMBER (NO DECIMALS ALLOWED)

current_.income :=q14
END OF IF

(age plan to retire in section Section1)

At what age do you plan to start receiving Social Security retirement benefits? Please
give an approximate age even if you do not know.

NUMBER (NO DECIMALS ALLOWED)

IF g15 = RESPONSE AND (q15 < 62 OR q15 > 70) THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Section1)

You stated that you would start claiming Social Security benefits at age (age plan to
retire()), do you want to revise your response?

1 Yes, please specify age:

2 No

(corrected age plan to retire in section Section1)
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| NUMBER (NO DECIMALS ALLOWED)
END OF GROUP

IF g15a =1 AND gq15b = RESPONSE THEN
| agereceive = q15b
END OF IF
ELSE
| agereceive = q15
END OF IF
END OF IF

End of section

Start of section
(Section Section2)

Now we will show you some basic information about claiming Social Security retirement
benefits. This information may or may not influence your thoughts on when you would like
to start claiming benefits.

Fill code of question FL_age executed

IF randomizer_information = 1 THEN
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Section2)

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here’s some
information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as
late as age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending
on when you start receiving it.

Fill code of question FL_treat1b_1 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1b_2 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1b_3 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1b_4 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1b_5 executed
Fill code of question FL_treat1b_6 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1b_age executed

(Section Section2)
62 is your (Minimum Benefit Age/Early Eligibility Age) because (if you claim at that
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age, your monthly payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled/it is the earliest
age at which you can claim benefits). (If you start claiming at the age of 62, your
benefits will be the lowest to which you are entitled.)

Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time be-
tween age 62 and ("FL_age/"FL_age)(, your Full Retirement Age/, your Standard
Benefit Age).( This is the Reduced Benefit Period.) During this period, your monthly
benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming.

Fill code of question FL_treat1c_1 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1c_2 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1c_3 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1c_4 executed

(Section Section2)

Before you reach (your Full Retirement Age/your Standard Benefit Age/age
"FL_Age), some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have earnings above
a certain amount. However, after you reach (your Full Retirement Age/your Standard
Benefit Age/age "FL_Age), SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate
you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working
but wait to start benefits until (your Full Retirement Age/your Standard Benefit
Age/age "FL_age), your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you earn.

Fill code of question FL _treat1d_1 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1d_2 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1d_3 executed
Fill code of question FL_treat1d_4 executed
Fill code of question FL _treat1d_5 executed

(Section Section2)

If you decide to delay benefits until after (your Full Retirement Age/your Standard
Benefit Age/age "FL_Age), your benefit will increase( as you earn Delayed Retire-
ment Credits). The increase during this (Increased Benefit Period/period) is an
average of 8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach (age 70/age 70, your Maximum
Benefit Age), even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

END OF GROUP

ELSE

Fill code of question FL _treat2_1 executed
Fill code of question FL_treat2_2 executed
Fill code of question FL_treat2_3 executed
Fill code of question FL_treat2_4 executed
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Fill code of question FL_treat2_5 executed

Fill code of question FL_treat2_6 executed

Fill code of question FL_treat2_7 executed

Fill code of question FL _treat2_8 executed

Fill code of question FL_treat2_9 executed

Fill code of question FL_treat2_10 executed

Fill code of question FL_treat2_11 executed

Fill code of question FL _treat2_12 executed

FL_benefits := incrementArrayIndices(getBenefits(current_age, current_.income))
Fill code of question FL_picture executed

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Section2)

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, (the Early Elegibility Age/the
Minimum Benefit Age).

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you de-
lay claiming until you reach (age "FL_Age/age "FL_Age/your Full Retirement Age/your
Standard Benefit Age).

If you start receiving benefits after you reach (age "FL_Age/your Full Retirement
Age/your Standard Benefit Age), your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per
year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the (last year with elegibility for
Delayed Retirement Credits/Maximum Benefit Age). After you reach age 70, there
are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach (age
"FL_Age/your Full Retirement Age/your Standard Benefit Age), your monthly
benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

Figure 1: Example
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‘Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.
You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age.
‘Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you defay claiming, until you reach age 70. This Is the last year
with elegibility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After you reach age 70. there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67. your monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

=< Back Next ==

(Section Section2)
For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual
who starts claiming at different points in time.

Figure 2: Example
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For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual who starts claiming at different points in time.

Eligible for
Delayed Retirement Credits

Early Eligibility I $2,100
$2,000
Age $1.800
$1.700
$1,600
I $1,500
v 51,400
sfaso \ I
62 63 64 65 66 67

Claiming Age

<< Back Next »>

END OF GROUP
END OF IF

Fill code of question FL_g51 executed
Fill code of question FL_g51_2 executed

End of section
Start of section [Section3|
(Section Section3)

In the next few questions, we are going to ask you to make a number of choices about
Social Security benefits.

IF g31_randomizer = 1 THEN
(after info age receive benefits in section Section3)
Given the information you have just seen, at what age do you plan to start receiving Social
Security benefits
RANGE 18..120
ELSE
(after info age receive benefits with scale in section Section3)
Given the information you have just seen, at what age do you plan to start receiving Social
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Security benefits
162
263
364
465
566
6 67
7 68
869
970

END OF IF

(932 (age receive how confident right decision in section Section3)
How confident do you feel that this decision is right for you?

1 Very confident

2 Somewhat confident

3 Not too confident

4 Not at all confident

(age fully retire in section Section3)

At what age do you plan to fully retire, i.e. stop working? Note: This can be different than
the age you plan to start Social Security benefits.

RANGE 18..120

(age stop working how confident right decision in section Section3)
How confident do you feel that this decision is right for you?

1 Very confident

2 Somewhat confident

3 Not too confident

4 Not at all confident

End of section
Start of section

(how knowledgeable about social security programs in section Section4)
How knowledgeable do you feel about how Social Security programs work?

1 Very knowledgeable

2 Somewhat knowledgeable

3 Not too knowledgeable

4 Not at all knowledgeable

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN
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(Section Section4)

Below is a list of aspects of the Social Security program. Please choose whether you
feel you are very knowledgeable, somewhat knowledgeable, not too knowledgeable, or
not at all knowledgeable about each aspect.

SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS

(age for full Social Security retirement benefits in section Section4)
The age for full Social Security retirement benefits

1 Very knowledgeable

2 Somewhat knowledgeable

3 Not too knowledgeable

4 Not at all knowledgeable

(how much your monthly Social Security retirement benefits will be in sec-
tion Section4)

How much your monthly Social Security retirement benefits will be

1 Very knowledgeable

2 Somewhat knowledgeable

3 Not too knowledgeable

4 Not at all knowledgeable

(how your benefits change if you claim Social Security benefits sooner or
later in section Section4)

How your benefits change if you claim Social Security benefits sooner or later

1 Very knowledgeable

2 Somewhat knowledgeable

3 Not too knowledgeable

4 Not at all knowledgeable

END OF SUBGROUP
Figure 3: Example
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Below is a list of aspecis of the Social Security program. Please choose whether you feel you are very . . not too kno L or
not at all knowledgeable about each aspect.

Very kno Not too kr Not at all knowledgeable

The age for full Social Security
retirement benefits = = = =
How much your menthly Social Security
retirement benefits will be © © © ©
How your benefits change if you claim

% LY © © ® ®
Social Security benefits sooner or later

<< Back Next =>

END OF GROUP
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Section4)
Next, please tell us if you believe the following statements to be true or false. If you don'’t
know for sure, please give us your best guess.

SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS

(Social Security monthly benefits are not affected by the age at which someone
starts claiming. in section Section4)

Social Security monthly benefits are not affected by the age at which someone starts
claiming.

1 True

2 False

(Social Security benefits are adjusted for inflation. in section Section4)
Social Security benefits are adjusted for inflation.

1 True

2 False

(Social Security benefits have to be claimed as soon as someone retires.
in section Section4)

Social Security benefits have to be claimed as soon as someone retires.

1 True
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2 False

(Social Security monthly benefits are the same if someone starts claiming
at 63 or 64. in section Section4)

Social Security monthly benefits are the same if someone starts claiming at 63 or 64.

1 True

2 False

(Social Security monthly benefits are higher if someone starts claiming at
69 instead of at 68. in section Section4)

Social Security monthly benefits are higher if someone starts claiming at 69 instead of
at 68.

1 True

2 False

END OF SUBGROUP
Figure 4: Example
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Next, please tell us if you believe the following statements to be true or false. If you don't know for sure, please give us your best guess.

True False
Social Security monthly benefits are not affected by the age at which someone starts P P
claiming. - -
Social Security benefits are adjusted for inflation.
Social Security benefits have to be claimed as soon as someone retires.
Social Security monthly benefits are the same if someone starts claiming at 63 or 64.
Social Security monthly benefits are higher if someone starts claiming at 69 instead of at i ~

68.

<< Back | Nexi>>

END OF GROUP

(earliest claim age in section Section4)

To the best of your knowledge, what is the earliest age at which a person can start
receiving Social Security retirement benefits?

NUMBER (NO DECIMALS ALLOWED)

(expected monthly benefit in section Section4)
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Imagine an individual, Mr. John Smith, retired from work. He is 63 years of age today.
John expects his monthly Social Security benefit would be about $2,000 if he claims now.
How much should he expect his monthly benefits to be if he decides to wait another year
before claiming at 64 years old? Please give us your best guess if you are not sure.

1 It would stay the same

2 Approximately $2120 (6% higher)

3 Approximately $2,020 (1% higher)

4 He will not yet be able to claim benefits in another year.

Figure 5: Example
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Imagine an individual, Mr. John Smith, retired from work. He is 63 years of age today. John expects his monthly Social Security benefit would be about $2,000 if he claims
now. How much should he expect his monthly benefits to be if he decides to wait another year before claiming at 64 years old? Please give us your best guess if you are
not sure.

© It would stay the same
© Approximately $2120 (6% higher)
© Approximately $2,020 (1% higher)

@ He will not yet be able to claim benefits in another year.

<z Back | Next»>

(when can start claiming in section Section4)

Imagine Ms. Helen Johnson, who is 68 and earning $50,000 per year from her full-time
job. She has never claimed Social Security benefits but has found out that she will be
entitled to a $1,600 monthly retirement benefit if she starts claiming when she turns 70.
Which statement is correct? Please give us your best guess if you are not sure.

1 She cannot claim before 70 unless she stops working

2 She can start claiming now, and should start claiming right away since her monthly
benefit will not increase by waiting longer

3 She should start claiming at 72 since her benefit at that age will be higher than if she
claims earlier

4 She can claim now, but her benefit will be somewhat lower than if she waits until she
turns 70.

End of section
Start of section
(Section Section5)

We will now show you three stories, which consist of examples of fictional individuals
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with different retirement situations. We would like to know when you think the following
individuals should start claiming Social Security Benefits. There is no "correct” answer
to the following questions. Please assume that all amounts shown are after tax (i.e., you
would not owe any tax on any of those benefits).

Fill code of question FLLink executed
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

\q51] (vignette 1 in section Section5)

Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits
and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health for the
foreseeable future. He currently works and earns a monthly salary of $2,300, but could
also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts claiming
Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Secu-
rity retirement benefits? - - Remember, there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about So-
cial Security, please just click here (appears in popup).
162

263

364

4 65

566

6 67

7 68

869

970

(Section Section2)

Information (here/What'’s the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits?
Here’'s some information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as
late as age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your "FL_treat1b_1 because "FL_treat1b_2. "FL_treat1b_4
Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time be-

tween age 62 and "FL_treat1b_age"FL treat1b_6."FL treat1b_5 During this period, your
monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming.
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Before you reach "FL_treat1c_2, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work
and have earnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach "FL_treat1c_3,
SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which
part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
"FL_treat1c_4, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you earn.

If you decide to delay benefits until after “FL_treat1c_3, your benefit will in-
crease’FL treatid_1. The increase during this "FL_treatid_5 is an average of 8%
per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach "FL_treat1d_2, even if you
continue to delay taking benefits./Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay
claiming Social Security retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, "FL treat2 1.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach "FL _treat2_5.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach "FL_treat2_12, your monthly benefit
increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
"FL_treat2 6. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in your monthly
benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach "FL _treat2_7, your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an in-
dividual who starts claiming at different points in time.

) Close

Figure 6: Example
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether fo refire and stari claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health

for the foreseeable future. He currently works and earns a montnly salary of $2.300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2.000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? — Remember, there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security. please just click [ == (appears in popup).

] ®© 5] ® 5] 5] ® ] ®
62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
Early Eligibility ~
Age Eligible for Delayed Retirement Credits

<< Back | Next=»

Figure 7: Example

Information

“Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security
retirement.

‘You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age_

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67

If you start receiving benefits affer you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases
by about 8% per year you delay claiming. until you reach age 70. This is the last year
with elegibility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After you reach age 70, there are
no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67. your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time.

Enigible for
Delayed Retirement Credits

s2.300
Early Eligbilty ey s2.108

Age 1,300 -

s17e0
st.ooo
st
| S1400
e I

i
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END OF GROUP
Fill code of question FL_q52 executed
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(vignette 2 in section Section5)

Imagine Ms. Mary Hopkins, who is 61, in good health and working full-time. She is not
yet eligible to claim Social Security retirement benefits but has found out that she will
be entitled to a $2,000 monthly benefit if she starts claiming at 62 - - (when she is first
entitled to her Social Security retirement benefits/the Early Eligibility Age/the Minimum
Benefit Age). Her current job pays her about $3,500 per month (after taxes). She
supports her teenage grandchild, who lives with her. She has no retirement savings.

If you were Mary Hopkins, at what age would you start claiming your Social Secu-
rity retirement benefits?

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about So-
cial Security, please just click here (appears in popup).
162

263

364

465

566

6 67

7 68

869

970

(Section Section2)

Information (here/What'’s the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits?
Here’s some information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as
late as age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your "FL _treat1b_1 because "FL treat1b_2. "FL treat1b 4
Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time be-
tween age 62 and "FL_treat1ib_age"FL treat1b_6."FL _treat1b_5 During this period, your

monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming.

Before you reach "FL _treat1c_2, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work
and have earnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach "FL _treat1c_3,
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SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which
part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
"FL_treat1c_4, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you earn.

If you decide to delay benefits until after "FL_treat1c_3, your benefit will in-
crease'FL_treatid_1. The increase during this "FL_treat1d_5 is an average of 8%
per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach "FL_treat1d_2, even if you
continue to delay taking benefits./Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay
claiming Social Security retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, "FL_treat2_1.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach "FL_treat2_5.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach "FL_treat2_.12, your monthly benefit
increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
"FL_treat2_ 6. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in your monthly
benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach "FL _treat2_7, your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an in-
dividual who starts claiming at different points in time.

) Close
END OF GROUP
GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(vignette 3 in section Section5)

Imagine Mr. Gary Osborne, a single man approaching age 62 and planning his retire-
ment. Mr. Osborne currently earns $60,000 a year. Although he is in good enough
health to continue working, he has a 401 (k) plan that would give him $1,200 per month in
addition to his Social Security retirement. If he starts claiming Social Security retirement
at age 62, his monthly benefit would be approximately $1200. If he waits until he turns
70, his benefit would be approximately $2300 (adjusted for inflation).

At what age do you think he should start claiming his Social Security retirement
benefit?
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Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about So-
cial Security, please just click here (appears in popup).
162

263

364

4 65

566

6 67

768

869

970

dummy| (Section Section2)
Information (here/What'’s the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits?
Here’'s some information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as
late as age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your "FL_treat1b_1 because "FL_treat1b_2. "FL_treat1b_4

Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time be-
tween age 62 and "FL _treat1ib_age"FL _treat1b_6."FL _treat1b_5 During this period, your
monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming.

Before you reach "FL_treat1c_2, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work
and have earnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach "FL_treat1c_3,
SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which
part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
"FL_treat1c_4, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you earn.

If you decide to delay benefits until after "FL_treat1ic_3, your benefit will in-
crease’FL treatid_1. The increase during this "FL_treatid_5 is an average of 8%
per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach "FL_treat1d_2, even if you
continue to delay taking benefits./Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay
claiming Social Security retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, "FL treat2_1.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach "FL_treat2_5.
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If you start receiving benefits after you reach “FL_treat2.12, your monthly benefit
increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
"FL_treat2_ 6. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in your monthly
benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach "FL_treat2_7, your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an in-
dividual who starts claiming at different points in time.

) Close

END OF GROUP

GROUP OF QUESTIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME SCREEN

(Section Section5)

Please tell us how you felt about the previous three vignette questions:
SUBGROUP OF QUESTIONS

(I understood the questions in section Section5)
| understood what the questions were asking me to do
1 Strongly disagree

2 Disagree

3 Agree

4 Strongly agree

(I found it difficult to decide how to answer these questions in section
Sectionb)

| found these questions difficult to answer

1 Strongly disagree

2 Disagree

3 Agree

4 Strongly agree

(I found these questions confusing in section Section5)
| found these questions confusing

1 Strongly disagree

2 Disagree

3 Agree

4 Strongly agree
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END OF SUBGROUP
Figure 8: Example
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Please tell us how you felt about the previous three vignette questions:

Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strengly agree
| understood what the questions were ® ® ® ®
asking me to do - - B -
| found these questions difficult to ® ® e e
answer - - - -
| found these questions confusing @ ] @ ®
<< Back Next >>

END OF GROUP
End of section [Section5l
Start of section

(preferred term claiming age in section Section6)

Individuals can start claiming Social Security retirement benefits when they turn 62, but
the monthly benefit amount will be lower compared to claiming later. Which term would
you prefer be used to describe this age?

1 Early Eligibility Age

2 Minimum Benefit Age

3 None. Both are confusing

4 Both are equally suitable

(preferred term 66-67 age in section Section6)

According to Social Security rules, people are entitled to ‘'unreduced’ retirement benefits if
they start these benefits at age 66 or 67, depending on the year of birth. Which term do
you think better captures the 66-67 age for claiming Social Security retirement benefits?

1 Full Retirement Age

2 Standard-Benefit Age

3 Neither

4 Both are equally suitable

(clearer statement in section Section6)

42


https://uasdata.usc.edu/section/uas66/section5
https://uasdata.usc.edu/section/uas66/section6
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas66/q61
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas66/q63
https://uasdata.usc.edu/variable/uas66/q64

Which of the following statements seems clearer to you?

1 Individuals over 66 or 67 (depending on year of birth) can earn Delayed Retirement
Credits by delaying claiming Social Security up to age 70, regardless of whether they are
still working or not.

2 Individuals over 66 or 67 (depending on year of birth) can delay claiming Social Security
and have their benefits increase up to the Maximum Benefit Age (70), regardless of
whether they are still working or not.

3 Neither.

4 Both are equally clear.

(any additional comments about survey in section Section6)

If you have any additional comments, concerns or questions about the topics of this survey,
please write them here (otherwise please just leave the box empty).

STRING

End of section [Section6l

Start of section

(HOW PLEASANT INTERVIEW in section Closing)

Could you tell us how interesting or uninteresting you found the questions in this interview?
1 Very interesting

2 Interesting

3 Neither interesting nor uninteresting

4 Uninteresting

5 Very uninteresting

End of section

/* Please note that although question CS_003 is listed in the routing, the answers
are not included in the microdata in the event identifiable information is captured. Cleaned
responses are available by request. */
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8 APPENDIX A - RETIREMENT INFORMATION TREAT-
MENTS

8.1 Treatment A (randomizer_treatment = 1)

8.1.1 Treatment A - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 9: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some infermation te consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Secial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending cn
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim benefits. [f you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67. your Full Retirement Age. This is the Reduced Benefit Period.
During this period, your menthly benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming

Befere you reach your Full Retirement Age, some of your benefits may be withheld if you werk and have earnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach your
Full Retirement Age, SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but
wait to start benefits until your Full Retirement Age, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Full Retirement Age. your benefit will increase as you earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this
Increased Benefit Period is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

Figure 10: Vignette
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in goed health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? - Remember, there is ne correct answer

Mote: to review the infermation we provided to you earlier in this survey about Sccial Security, please just click | =0 (appears in pepup).

(o] (o] @ (o] @ (o] @ @ @
62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
N N
Eaﬂy;hglbmty Reduced Benefit Period Full R:;;ement Eligible for Delayed Retirement Credits

Figure 11: Popup

Information

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some
information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will ke considerably different depending cn
when you start receiving it

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim
benefits. If you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled.

“our menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67, your Full Retirement Age. This is the Reduced Benefit Period.
During this peried, your menthly kenefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay
claiming

Before you reach your Full Retirement Age. some of your benefits may be withheld
if you work and have eamnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach your
Full Retirement Age, SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you
for any menths in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working
but wait to start benefits until your Full Retirement Age, your benefits will not be
reduced no matter how much you eamn.

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Full Retirement Age, your benefit will
increase as you earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this
Increased Benefit Period is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, even if you continue
to delay taking benefits

8.1.2 Treatment A - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)
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Figure 12: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

Yeu can start your Sccial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Yoeur menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim benefits. If you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67, your Full Retirement Age. During this pericd, your monthly benefit
increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming.

Before you reach your Full Retirement Age, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have earnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach your
Full Retirement Age, SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but
wait to start benefits until your Full Retirement Age, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Full Retirement Age, your benefit will increase as you earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this period
is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, even if you continue to delay taking benefits

Figure 13: Vignette
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

IMr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2.300. but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox. at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? — Remember, there is no correct answer.

Mote: to review the infermation we previded to you earlier in this survey about Secial Security, please just click (appears in pepup).

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
Early Eligibility Full Retirement ™

Age Age Eligible for Delayed Retirement Credits

Figure 14: Popup
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Information

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some
information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim
benefits. If you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled.

Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67, your Full Retirement Age. During this pericd, your menthly benefit
increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming

Before you reach your Full Retirement Age, some of your benefits may be withheld
if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach your
Full Reti Age, SSAwill lculate your benefit amount to compensate you
for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue werking
but wait to start benefits until your Full Retirement Age, your benefits will not be
reduced no matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Full Retirement Age. your benefit will
increase as you earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this period
is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additicnal benefit increase after you reach age 70, even if you continue
to delay taking benefits.

8.1.3 Treatment A - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 15: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.

“You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62. the Early Elegibility Age.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67, your Full Retirement Age.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach your Full Retirement Age. your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70

This is the last year with elegibility for Delayed Retii Credits. After you reach age 70. there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to
delay claiming

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Full Retirement Age. your monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount

Figure 16: Screen 2
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For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual whe starts claiming at different points in time.

Eligible for
Full Retirement Delayed Retlrelment Credits
Age A
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Figure 17: Vignette
UnderStandingAmericaStudy
|

Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of §2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Soccial Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Secial Security retirement benefits? -- Remember, there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click m (appears in popup).
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Figure 18: Popup
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Information

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security
retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67, your Full Retirement Age.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach your Full Retirement Age. your
monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach
age T0. This is the |ast year with elegibility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After
you reach age 70, there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you
continue to delay claiming

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Full
Retirement Age, your monthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain
amount.

For illustrative purpeses, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time
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8.1.4 Treatment A - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 19: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Sccial Security retirement.

Yeu may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67, your Full Retirement Age

If you start receiving benefits after you reach your Full Retirement Age. your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming. until you reach age 70.
This is the last year with elegibility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After you reach age 70. there are ne further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to

delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Full Retirement Age, your monthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain amount.

Figure 20: Screen 2
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For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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Figure 21: Vignette
UnderStandingAmericaStudy
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and earns a menthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts

claiming Secial Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox. at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? — Remember. there is no comect answer.

MNote: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Secial Security, please just click | L=:H (appears in popup).
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Figure 22: Popup

50

N
Eligible for Delayed Retirement Credits



Information

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Sccial Security
retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67, your Full Retirement Age.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach your Full Retirement Age, your
menthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming. until you reach
age T70. This is the last year with elegibility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After
you reach age 70. there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you
centinue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Full
Retirement Age, your monthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain
amount

For illustrative purpeses, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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8.2 Treatment B (randomizer_treatment = 2)

8.2.1 Treatment B - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 23: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Sccial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
'when you start receiving it

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim benefits. [f you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67. During this period, your monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per
year you delay claiming

Before you reach age 67. some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67. SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you centinue working but wait to start benefits until age
67. your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eamn

If you decide to delay kenefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase as you earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this period is an average of 8%
per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, even if you continue to delay taking benefits

Figure 24: Vignette
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eamns a menthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2.000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? — Remember, there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click m (appears in popup)

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
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Figure 25: Popup
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Information

What's the best time to start your Secial Security retirement benefits? Here's some
information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Early Eli ity Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim
benefits. If you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67. During this peried, your monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per
year you delay claiming.

Before you reach age 67, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and
have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67, SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any menths in which part of
your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
age 67, your benefits will not be reduced ne matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase as you
earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this period is an average of
8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, even if you continue
to delay taking benefits.

8.2.2 Treatment B - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 26: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some infermation to consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

‘You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim benefits. If you start claiming at the age of 62. your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67. During this period. your monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per
year you delay claiming

Before you reach age 67. some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67. SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until age
67, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase as you earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this peried is an average of 8%
per year

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70. even if you continue to delay taking benefits
Figure 27: Vignette
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to ke in goed health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could alse receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? - Remember, there is no correct answer.

MNote: to review the informaticn we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click |- =00 (appears in popup)
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Figure 28: Popup

Information

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some
infermation te consider when planning when te claim your benefits.

You can start your Secial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 7. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Early Eligibility Age because it is the earliest age at which you can claim
benefits. If you start claiming at the age of 62, your benefits will be the lowest to
which you are entitled.

“Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67 During this pericd, your monthly benefit increases abeout 6.5% per
year you delay claiming

Before you reach age 67, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and
have eamnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67, SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate yeu for any menths in which part of
your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
age B7, your benefits will not be reduced ne matter how much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase as you
earn Delayed Retirement Credits. The increase during this period is an average of
8% per year

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70. even if you continue
to delay taking benefits

8.2.3 Treatment B - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)
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Figure 29: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy
.

Your menthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Secial Security retirement.
‘You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age.
Your menthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming. until you reach age 70. This is the last year
with elegibility for Delayed Reti Credits. After you reach age 70. there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67. your monthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain amount.

Figure 30: Screen 2

UnderStandingAmericaStudy
|

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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Delayed Retirement Credits
\
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Figure 31: Vignette
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Sccial Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects te be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? -- Remember, there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the informaticn we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click m (appears in popup).

@ @ @ @ @ @ @ (o] @
62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 To
Early Eligibility N

Age Eligible for Delayed Retirement Credits

Figure 32: Popup
Information
Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Sceial Security
retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases
by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the last year
with elegibility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After you reach age 70, there are no
further increases in your menthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits befere you reach age 67, your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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8.2.4 Treatment B - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 33: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy
.

“Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.
‘You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62. the Early Elegibility Age.
“Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your menthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming. until you reach age 70. This is the last year
with elegibility for Delayed Reti Credits. After you reach age 70. there are no further increases in your menthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67, your menthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

Figure 34: Screen 2

UnderStandingAmericaStudy
-

Fer illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual whe starts claiming at different peints in time.
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Figure 35: Vignette
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? —- Remember, there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security. please just click m (appears in popup).
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Figure 36: Popup
Information
Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security
retirement

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Early Elegibility Age.

Your menthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases
by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the last year
with elegikility for Delayed Retirement Credits. After you reach age 70. there are no
further increases in your menthly benefit even if you centinue to delay claiming

If you continue werking and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67, your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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8.3

Treatment C (randomizer_treatment = 3)

8.3.1

Treatment C - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information

treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 37: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some information to consider when planning when to claim your benefits

You can start your Sccial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your monthly benefit ameount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, yeur menthly payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

Yeur menthly benefits will ke permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67, yeur Standard Benefit Age. This is the Reduced Benefit Period.
During this period, yeur menthly benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming

Befere you reach your Standard Benefit Age, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have eamings above a certain ameunt. However, after you reach
your Standard Benefit Age, SSA will recalculate your benefit amount te compensate you for any menths in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue
working but wait to start benefits until yeur Standard Benefit Age, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Standard Benefit Age. your benefit will increase. The increase during this Increased Benefit Period is an average of 8%
per year

There is no additicnal benefit increase after you reach age 70. your Maximum Benefit Age. even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

Figure 38: Vignette
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in goed health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? -- Remember, there is no corect answer

Mote: to review the information we provided te you earlier in this survey about Secial Security, please just click (appears in popup)
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Figure 39: Popup
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Information

What's the best time to start your Sccial Security retirement benefits? Here's some
information te consider when planning when to claim your benefits.

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, your monthly
payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67. your Standard Benefit Age. This is the Reduced Benefit Period.
During this pericd, your menthly benefit increases about 6.5% per year you delay
claiming

Before you reach your Standard Benefit Age, some of your benefits may be withheld

if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach your
Standard Benefit Age, S5A will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you
for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working
but wait to start benefits until your Standard Benefit Age, your benefits will not be
reduced no matter how much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Standard Benefit Age. your benefit
will increase. The increase during this Increased Benefit Period is an average of
8% per year

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, your Maximum
Benefit Age, even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

8.3.2 Treatment C - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 40: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Sccial Security retirement benefits? Here's some information te consider when planning when te claim your benefits

‘You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, your monthly payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

“Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67. your Standard Benefit Age. During this period, your monthly benefit
increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming

Before you reach your Standard Benefit Age, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach
your Standard Benefit Age, SSA will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue
werking but wait to start benefits until your Standard Benefit Age, your benefits will not be reduced ne matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Standard Benefit Age, your benefit will increase. The increase during this period is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70. your Maximum Benefit Age, even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

Figure 41: Vignette
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Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Secial Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eamns a monthly salary of $2.300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? - Remember, there is no correct answer.

Mote: te review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click | 0:0 | (appears in popup).
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Benefit Age Benefit Age Benefit Age

Figure 42: Popup
Information

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some
informatien to consider when planning when to claim your benefits

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your monthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, your menthly
payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67, your Standard Benefit Age. During this peried, your menthly benefit
increases about 6.5% per year you delay claiming

Before you reach your Standard Benefit Age. some of your benefits may be withheld
if you work and have earnings above a certain amount. However, after you reach your
Standard Benefit Age, 33A will recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you
for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working
but wait to start benefits until your Standard Benefit Age, your benefits will not be
reduced no matter hew much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after your Standard Benefit Age. your benefit
will increase. The increase during this period is an average of 8% per year

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, your Maximum
Benefit Age, even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

8.3.3 Treatment C - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 43: Screen 1
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UnderStandingAmericaStudy
.

Your menthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.
You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Minimum Benefit Age.
Your menthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67, your Standard Benefit Age.

If you start receiving benefits affer you reach your Standard Benefit Age. your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70.
This is the Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 710, there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you centinue werking and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Standard Benefit Age. your menthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

Figure 44: Screen 2

UnderStandingAmericaStudy
.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual who starts claiming at different points in time.

Standard Maximum
. Increased Benefit Period Benefit Age
Benefit
Reduced Benefit Period Age \53 300
Minimum
Benefit Age ' l\ ‘ 52 900
) I
$2.300
$2,100
$2,000
$1,900
62 63 (=3 65

Claiming Age
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Figure 45: Vignette



UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Mr. Pete Cex is considering whether to retire and start claiming Secial Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in goed health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and earns a monthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? — Remember, there is no correct answer.

Mete: te review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Sccial Security, please just click [ = (appears in popup).

@ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @
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. A N
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Benefit Age Reduced Benefit Period Benefit Age Increased Benefit Period Benefit Age

Figure 46: Popup
Information
Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Sccial Security

retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Minimum Benefit Age.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67, your Standard Benefit Age.

If you start receiving benefits affer you reach your Standard Benefit Age. your
monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach
age 70. This is the Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70, there are no
further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Standard
Benefit Age, your menthly benefit may be reduced if you earn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time.

Masimm
standard
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8.3.4 Treatment C - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information

treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 47: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

‘Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement

‘You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Minimum Benefit Age.

“Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67, your Standard Benefit Age

If you start receiving benefits after you reach your Standard Benefit Age, your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70.
This is the Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70. there are no further increases in your menthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Standard Benefit Age, your menthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain ameunt.

Figure 48: Screen 2
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual whe starts claiming at different peints in time.
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Figure 49: Vignette
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UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Secial Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? -- Remember, there is no comect answer

Mote: to review the informaticn we provided to you earlier in this survey abeut Sccial Security, please just click |50 (appears in popup).
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Figure 50: Popup
Information

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security
retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Minimum Benefit Age.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67, your Standard Benefit Age.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach your Standard Benefit Age, your
menthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until yeu reach
age 70. This is the Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70, there are no
further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach your Standard
Benefit Age, your menthly benefit may be reduced if you eam cver a certain amount,

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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8.4 Treatment D (randomizer_treatment = 4)

8.4.1 Treatment D - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 51: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some informaticn to consider when planning when to claim your benefits

‘You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age. your moenthly payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

‘Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67. During this peried, your monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per
year you delay claiming

Before you reach age 67, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67, SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any menths in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until age
67, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase. The increase during this peried is an average of 8% per year

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, your Maximum Benefit Age, even if you continue to delay taking benefits.

Figure 52: Vignette
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Ir. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Secial Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2,300, but could alse receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Secial Security retirement benefits? -- Remember, there is no correct answer

Mote: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click (appears in popup)

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
Minimum Maximum
Benefit Age Benefit Age

Figure 53: Popup
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Information

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some
infermaticn to consider when planning when to claim yeur benefits.

You can start your Sccial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending cn
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, your monthly
payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

Your monthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67. During this perid, your monthly benefit increases about 6.5% per
year you delay claiming.

Before you reach age 67, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and
have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67, SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of
your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
age 67, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase. The
increase during this period is an average of 8% per year

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, your Maximum
Benefit Age, even if you continue to delay taking benefits

8.4.2 Treatment D - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 1 (randomizer_information = 1)

Figure 54: Screen 1
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some informaticn to consider when planning when to claim your benefits

You can start your Secial Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as age 70. Your menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, your monthly payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between age 62 and 67. During this period, your menthly benefit increases about 6.5% per
year you delay claiming

Before you reach age 67. some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67, SSA will
recalculate your benefit amount to compensate you for any months in which part of your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until age
67, your benefits will not be reduced no matter how much you eam.

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase. The increase during this peried is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additicnal benefit increase after you reach age 70, your Maximum Benefit Age. even if you continue to delay taking benefits

Figure 55: Vignette
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UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Mr. Pete Cox is censidering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in goed health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2.300. but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2.000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? — Remember, there is no correct answer

Nete: to review the informaticn we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click (appears in popup).

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
Minimum Maximum
Benefit Age Benefit Age

Figure 56: Popup
Information

What's the best time to start your Social Security retirement benefits? Here's some
information te censider when planning when te claim your benefits

You can start your Social Security retirement benefits as early as age 62 or as late as
age 70. Your menthly benefit amount will be considerably different depending on
when you start receiving it.

62 is your Minimum Benefit Age because if you claim at that age, your monthly
payments will be the lowest to which you are entitled

“Your menthly benefits will be permanently reduced if you start them any time between
age 62 and 67. During this period, your menthly benefit increases about 5.5% per
year you delay claiming.

Before you reach age 67, some of your benefits may be withheld if you work and
have eamings above a certain amount. However, after you reach age 67, SSA will
recalculate your benefit ameunt te compensate you for any menths in which part of
your benefits were withheld. If you continue working but wait to start benefits until
age 67, your benefits will not be reduced ne matter how much you eam

If you decide to delay benefits until after age 67, your benefit will increase. The
increase during this period is an average of 8% per year.

There is no additional benefit increase after you reach age 70, your Maximum
Benefit Age. even if you continue to delay taking benefits

8.4.3 Treatment D - Explicit period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 1), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 57: Screen 1
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UnderStandingAmericaStudy
-

‘Your menthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.
‘You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Minimum Benefit Age.
‘Your menthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits affer you reach age 67, your menthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in your menthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you centinue werking and elect to receive benefits befere you reach age 67, your monthly benefit may be reduced if you eam over a certain ameunt.

Figure 58: Screen 2
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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Figure 59: Vignette



UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Mr. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2, 300, but could also receive a monthly benefit of about $2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were M. Pete Cox. at what age would you start claiming your Social Security retirement benefits? - Remember. there is no correct answer.

Note: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click m (appears in popup).
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Figure 60: Popup
Information

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security
retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62. the Minimum Benefit Age

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases
by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in
your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67, your
monthly benefit may be reduced if you eamn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an
individual whe starts claiming at different points in time
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8.4.4 Treatment D - No period terms (randomizer_periodterms = 2), information
treatment 2 (randomizer_information = 2)

Figure 61: Screen 1

UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Your menthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Social Security retirement.
“You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62. the Minimum Benefit Age.
Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming.

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67, your monthly benefit may be reduced if you eamn over a certain amount.

Figure 62: Screen 2
UnderStandingAmericaStudy

For illustrative purpeses, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an individual who starts claiming at different points in time.
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Benefit Age $2.900
$2,600
$2.500
$2,300
$2,100
52,000
$1,900
62 63 64 65 66 67 68 L) 70

Claiming Age

62 w63 m64 mE5 m66 m67 m68 w69 w70

Figure 63: Vignette
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UnderStandingAmericaStudy

Ir. Pete Cox is considering whether to retire and start claiming Social Security benefits and is 62 years of age. He is in good health now and expects to be in good health
for the foreseeable future. He currently works and eams a monthly salary of $2.300. but could also receive a monthly benefit of about 2,000 if he stops working and starts
claiming Social Security retirement benefits now.

If you were Mr. Pete Cox, at what age would you start claiming your Sccial Security retirement benefits? - Remember, there is ne correct answer.

Mote: to review the information we provided to you earlier in this survey about Social Security, please just click |20 (appears in popup).
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Figure 64: Popup

Information

Your monthly benefit increases every year you delay claiming Sccial Security
retirement.

You may start receiving benefits as early as age 62, the Minimum Benefit Age.

Your monthly benefits will increase by an average of 5 to 6% per year if you delay
claiming until you reach age 67.

If you start receiving benefits after you reach age 67, your monthly benefit increases
by about 8% per year you delay claiming, until you reach age 70. This is the
Maximum Benefit Age. After you reach age 70, there are no further increases in
your monthly benefit even if you continue to delay claiming

If you continue working and elect to receive benefits before you reach age 67, your
menthly benefit may be reduced if you eamn over a certain amount.

For illustrative purposes, the figure below shows how benefits may vary for an

individual whe starts claiming at different points in time.
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9 APPENDIX B - RETIREMENT BENEFITS

The figure below shows the benefit amounts used in the survey. If the current income of
the respondent is unknown, an income between $35,000 and $45,000 is assumed. If the
current age is unknown, an age of below 35 is assumed.

Figure 65: Benefit Amounts

For respondents younger than 35

By income group 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
*<35000 s 900 S 1,000 $ 1,100 § 1,100 S 1,200 $ 1,300 S 1,400 $ 1,500 S 1,700
35000<x<45000 Or Missing $ 1,100 $ 1,200 3 1,300 $ 1,400 $ 1,500 $ 1,600 $ 1,700 3 1,900 $ 2,000
45000<x<55000 s 1,300 S 1,400 $ 1,500 S 1,600 S 1,700 $ 1,900 S 2,000 $ 2,200 § 2,300
55000<x<65000 $ 1,500 $ 1,600 $ 1,700 $ 1,800 $ 2,000 $ 2,100 $ 2,300 3 2,500 $ 2,700
65000<x<75000 s 1,600 § 1,700 % 1,800 § 2,000 & 2,200 § 2,300 & 2,500 % 2,700 § 2,900
75000<x<85000 $ 1,700 $ 1,800 $ 1,900 $ 2,100 $ 2,300 $ 2,400 $ 2,600 3 2,800 $ 3,100
85000<x<95000 s 1,800 § 1,900 % 2,000 § 2,200 & 2,400 § 2,600 & 2,800 % 3,000 § 3,200
95000<x<105000 s 1,900 $ 2,000 $ 2,200 $ 2,300 $ 2,500 $ 2,700 $ 2,900 $ 3,100 $ 3,400
105000<x<115000 s 2,000 § 2,100 % 2,300 § 2,400 & 2,600 $ 2,800 & 3,000 % 3,300 § 3,500
x>115000 § 2,100 § 2,200 $ 2,300 S 2,500 $ 2,700 $ 2,900 $ 3,200 $ 3,400 S 3,700

For respondents 35, or older and younger than 50

62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
x<35000 § 900 S 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,100 $ 1,200 § 1,300 § 1,400 § 1,500 § 1,600
35000<x<45000 Or Missing $ 1,100 $ 1,200 $ 1,200 $ 1,300 $ 1,500 $ 1,600 $ 1,700 $ 1,800 $ 2,000
A5000<x<55000 s 1,300 § 1,400 § 1,500 § 1,600 & 1,700 § 1,800 § 2,000 § 2,100 § 2,300
55000=x<65000 $ 1,500 $ 1,600 3% 1,700 $ 1,800 $ 1,900 $ 2,100 $ 2,200 3% 2,400 $ 2,600
65000<x<75000 s 1,600 § 1,700 § 1,800 § 2,000 & 2,100 § 2,300 § 2,500 § 2,700 § 2,900
75000=x<85000 s 1,700 $ 1,800 S 1,900 S 2,100 $ 2,200 S 2,400 $ 2,600 S 2,800 S 3,000
85000<x<95000 s 1,800 § 1,900 $ 2,000 § 2,200 & 2,400 8 2,500 & 2,700 § 2,900 § 3,200
95000<x<105000 s 1,900 $ 2,000 S 2,100 $ 2,300 $ 2,500 & 2,600 $ 2,900 $ 3,100 $ 3,300
105000<x<115000 s 1,900 § 2,100 $ 2,200 § 2,400 & 2,600 S 2,800 & 3,000 $ 3,200 § 3,500
x>115000 s 2,100 $ 2,200 S 2,300 S$ 2,500 $ 2,700 & 2,900 $ 3,200 S 3,400 S 3,700

For respondents 50 or older

x<35000 s 800 S 900 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,100 § 1,200 $ 1,300 $ 1,400 $ 1,500
35000<x<45000 Or Missing $ 1,000 $§ 1,100 $ 1,200 $ 1,200 $ 1,300 $ 1,400 $ 1,600 $ 1,700 $ 1,800
A5000<x<55000 s 1,200 § 1,300 $ 1,300 § 1,400 & 1,600 § 1,700 & 1,800 $ 2,000 § 2,100
55000<x<65000 $ 1300 $ 1,400 $ 1,500 § 1,700 $ 1,800 $ 1,900 $ 2100 § 2,200 § 2,400
65000<x<75000 s 1,500 § 1,600 $ 1,700 § 1,900 & 2,000 § 2,100 § 2,300 $ 2,500 § 2,700
75000<x<85000 $ 1600 § 1,700 $ 1,800 $ 2,000 $ 2100 $ 2,300 § 2500 § 2,700 § 2,900
85000<x<95000 s 1,700 § 1,800 $ 1,900 § 2,100 § 2,200 § 2,400 § 2,600 § 2,800 § 3,000
55000<x<105000 $ 1,800 § 1,900 $ 2,000 $ 2,200 $ 2,300 $ 2500 § 2700 $§ 2500 § 3,200
105000<x<115000 s 1,800 § 2,000 § 2,100 § 2,300 & 2,400 § 2,600 & 2,800 § 3,100 § 3,300
x>115000 $ 2100 § 2200 $ 2,300 $ 2500 $ 2,700 $ 2,900 $ 3200 $§ 3400 § 3,700
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