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Registered Data User Newsletter 
Quarter IV, 2017 

  
Welcome to the Center for Economic and Social Research quarterly data user newsletter, 
providing you with a quick update on UAS data news and happenings.  Follow us on 
Twitter @UAS_CESR.  

Did you miss a newsletter?  They are archived online at https://uasdata.usc.edu 

 
 

 

Check out our redesigned UAS data pages  

We aimed to improve usability and function...   
Did we succeed?  Let us know - fill out our brief User Survey  

HTTP://SURVEY.USC.EDU/UASDATA/INDEX.PHP 
(the link is also available from the Contact Us menu at uasdata.uas.edu) 

 

 

NEW Release: UAS Comprehensive File  

Harmonized HRS variables asked of all adults*, plus cognitive 
test results, and more!  Now Online.  

There is now an easier way to explore the health and financial data of the 
UAS.  Researchers interested in the UAS can now download the Comprehensive File! 
  
The UAS Comprehensive File merges the data from a number core surveys in the UAS 
that are repeated every two years. It includes basic demographics as well as data on 
cognitive tests, personality, financial literacy, subjective well-being, health, retirement, 
several surveys dealing with financial management, preparation for retirement and 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001m59etB0UNsu6xjTS-2Dv1TXfrN1aTDC5mr-2Dgj-5F0-2Dz2ehuTzeYmK-5F2kguSAmj1v92HjGc3gfYqNVIYLLpWdcgZmMirEC4NWsbiHRTYR1XNRKihLwucw5V5mvqvRtyKWMKWvKh-5FoC0LcwpC-2DQzul8SRI9dKB1-5Fd0QGeeWAWqslGsE5Nr-2D5elbDsSgHdNXBkOANPvryaXH5XzcINJLY4c1HjljTEE-2DGtSB7RIq4Jith6Zs7X16n8NvSRxT9ECiDl2GYwC-5FfuoDn1ZPSoy6eYtzvrR5vpyUIwcvHCN8JWWnx68fvMID-5F7H0y96BioWK-2Dm9w8CwEsf8dc5UVLaYyo2gDcjyTQgNTIzVnGm95QwKEewVc6U-3D-26c-3DPsialkaPW74UWyPzKWigliQpGbmRI2-2D5RMARhznBYwFgGpKx4vC5mQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DpV4dI8GRQl58yAARzEmv-2D9V6KNXyWp0cVbKpKd1gF4G-2DN5g2wjIITg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=clK7kQUTWtAVEOVIgvi0NU5BOUHhpN0H8p7CSfnc_gI&r=kOMNuzblySYKHuLyccQSLQ&m=iQMnDOhxHIpfuTUKQjSEBzdZW2RtLCzvl_e0ip1aRrw&s=S1fKm51EqvAyQfEpRT3i1oCiVaTqNr3jutiFeOI092w&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001m59etB0UNsu6xjTS-2Dv1TXfrN1aTDC5mr-2Dgj-5F0-2Dz2ehuTzeYmK-5F2kgvYAiOI-2DSvZbu0LTZzRycFBjIuRXdWYg2mII1gM3-2Dfg9mOHE3QflZm4EfOCSAUHgghMDmb1WbB-2DePaXWeg-5FukeKoKDce-5Fd66FF6Nc1bm8r9gPUW74GAgHXayfl8eyCbAYZKFAmeU2DCDvHcbwuf5G4N-5FAPeQOi4lZ614pK5SYAnOcsM06-5Fs9xwHr-2DV4H3vZAH5Ph7YMCBCUFSI3GMVF1nvXP0taf1zNxKMMMffN1BSvYNJfH68x-2DTMhfvLws4aRI3yaOcPd-2Dqov2BkIXU8fG2DfHG12-2DNpaJcQQNRE15PqXUdF81uyhnOczw1kevCJOuhJKQGpeqKYgu-26c-3DPsialkaPW74UWyPzKWigliQpGbmRI2-2D5RMARhznBYwFgGpKx4vC5mQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DpV4dI8GRQl58yAARzEmv-2D9V6KNXyWp0cVbKpKd1gF4G-2DN5g2wjIITg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=clK7kQUTWtAVEOVIgvi0NU5BOUHhpN0H8p7CSfnc_gI&r=kOMNuzblySYKHuLyccQSLQ&m=iQMnDOhxHIpfuTUKQjSEBzdZW2RtLCzvl_e0ip1aRrw&s=BfzuHUDEDIyx4CQKZNI6oFa5C9nCCnV_-Bc1UmRj81o&e=


knowledge of Social Security rules. It includes the harmonized version of the UAS-
Health and Retirement Study (UAS-HRS). 
  
Currently, the file contains data of Wave 1 of the following core surveys: UAS1, UAS2, 
UAS6, UAS16, UAS18, UAS20-UAS25 (the HRS surveys), UAS26 and My Household 
(the quarterly brief demographic survey). The UAS Comprehensive Data File can also 
be linked with any of the UAS surveys not already included.  These files and their 
updated documentation, are posted at uasdata.usc.edu. For more information contact 
us at uas-l@usc.edu.   
  
*With support from the Social Security Administration, The National Institute on Aging, and the Society of Actuaries, 
UAS has undertaken a project to collect measures corresponding to the University of Michigan's Health and 
Retirement Study (HRS), and to provide a standardized comprehensive public use data set that includes HRS and 
other relevant UAS variables. We are also creating a web-based visualization tool that will allows users to 
interactively explore these datasets on a variety of key indicators through customizable animated charts and 
tables.  We will provide more information in subsequent newsletters as this project unfolds. 

 

 

Newly Updated UAS Weighting Procedures 
Two stages, with adjustment to regional benchmarks 

  
In the Understanding America Study (UAS), sample weights are survey-specific. They are 
constructed in two steps: base weights adjust for unequal probabilities of sampling, then a 
final post-stratification adjustment aligns the sample to benchmarks along certain socio-
demographic dimensions. The updated procedures now include regional benchmarks in 
that final adjustment. Please refer to the updated UAS Weighting Procedures document 
for details.    

Data User Tip: Sample weights are constructed only for the nationally representative core 
sample (sampletype = 1). UAS members belonging to the special purpose samples of 
Native Americans and Los Angeles County residents have zero base weight and zero final 
post-stratification weight. 

Questions? Contact us at uas-l@usc.edu.    

 

 

UAS Data Usage  

Sept 1 - Oct 10, 2017  
 

File type # downloads 

Survey data sets 272 

mailto:uas-l@usc.edu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001m59etB0UNsu6xjTS-2Dv1TXfrN1aTDC5mr-2Dgj-5F0-2Dz2ehuTzeYmK-5F2kgvYAiOI-2DSvZbgP-2D2dkHxzlfRA7b-5F6at7NWqTNiDdhxbFKw0bqMz7sGDsvu6w4tsXWJlqhSbUFwraPJ3KlvyUwg-2DtGka8DFYBLaovELc3SDFnShBRKfSVHeyZVMNaJBNBJRSGGlWjSV-2DT58oTBLFg1Mvr0rgAYz8kBq5hHoyJJLlcuVsv3uI-2DEcWYcHCSS5yBL-2DZSIltEjY9BuRKOit-5FUPkOsjffTr3hQNXs7fGcrsM09-5F4GQWCoc-5FfgYwUI7eRPl-2DQu634Vg-5FuZ6P-5FehvalS-2DOfwjTW6dXbWpO9dNas-2DuxPqAlgGq7CmQEeXH5hDzUHZXVQ0a0ClwBcsInwf02ioRSUHEhQbJ62gQD-5F8iIAS9VRimUAKj-2DCl5UMZwqjJXpiXc5qZfKLCN8q8-26c-3DPsialkaPW74UWyPzKWigliQpGbmRI2-2D5RMARhznBYwFgGpKx4vC5mQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DpV4dI8GRQl58yAARzEmv-2D9V6KNXyWp0cVbKpKd1gF4G-2DN5g2wjIITg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=clK7kQUTWtAVEOVIgvi0NU5BOUHhpN0H8p7CSfnc_gI&r=kOMNuzblySYKHuLyccQSLQ&m=iQMnDOhxHIpfuTUKQjSEBzdZW2RtLCzvl_e0ip1aRrw&s=oxQYJuK0QhYKRaynRmyJlVZ-sdnCH7y3mcJqO--K7qM&e=
mailto:uas-l@usc.edu


Non-response files 6 

Timings data files 8 

Platform data files 6 

Survey codebooks 416 

zip files (HRS or Election data) 23 
 

We are happy that our data is being accessed and used, but a little surprised at the 
small number of non-response file downloads. We provide these data for every UAS 
survey to allow you to conduct your own non-response analysis.    

 

 

Have a burning research question?  

Add it to the Quarterly UAS Omnibus!   
Next UAS Omnibus: January 2018  

 Ask a minimum of 3 questions, on a sample of 1000 respondents, from a representative 
probability-based panel, recruited from among all US households.   

 No extra charge for linking to database of socio-demographic and analytic data 
 Panel response rates of 70-80%  
 English and Spanish, standard  

Check out our Price Calculator or contact UAS for more information 

 

 

Recent UAS Publications   

Anya Samek, "What are the effects of recipient contribution requirements on public 
support for social programs?   The Evidence Base Blog, September 28 (2017)    
Carvalho, Leandro, and Dan Silverman., Complexity and Sophistication. Working paper, 
University of Munich (2017)  
Chard, Richard, David Rogofsky, Joanne Yoong., Wealthy or Wise: How Knowledge 
Influences Retirement Savings Behavior Journal of Behavioral and Social Sciences 4:3 
(2017)   

 

Here is the List of All UAS Publications   
Have you sent us yours ? 

Please forward references to papers, presentations, blog posts etc. that are based on UAS data. 
Tracking them is a UAS funding requirement. We will feature your research in these 
newsletters and add your citation to our permanent online list.  
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Remember to acknowledge UAS as the source 
in all publications based on UAS Data  

  
The project described in this paper relies on data from survey(s) administered by the 
Understanding America Study (UAS) which is maintained by the Center for Economic 
and Social Research (CESR) at the University of Southern California. The content of this 
paper is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the 
official views of USC, CESR, or UAS.  

  Questions? Feedback? Ideas for future newsletters?  
Contact us at uas-l@mymaillists.usc.edu or visit http://uasdata.uas.edu 

Understanding America Study 
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